                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on the Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 
Sunday 18 October 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 

Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
and also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made.  
All	Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

	Gracious God, we come to you today with gratitude and awe,
	for you are the giver of every good and perfect gift.
	Help us to worship you in spirit and in truth,
	to listen to your Word with faith and obedience,
	to share your love with generosity and compassion.
	We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour.
	Amen.
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An invitation to penitence

You call us out of darkness to live in your marvellous light.
Let us say sorry to God for all the times
We have failed to live in the light of Christ.

A prayer of confession
	Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you
	in thought, word and deed.
	We have not loved you with our whole being.
	We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
	Forgive us, O God, for our sins,
	and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
	Restore to us the joy of your salvation,
	and renew a right spirit within us.
	Help us to be doers of the Word, and not just hearers.
	We pray in the name of Jesus Christ,
	who died for us and rose again.
	Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness
	Loving God, we thank you for your forgiveness,
	which sets us free from sin and guilt.
	Thank you that you do not treat us as our sins deserve,
	but as your beloved children.
	Thank you that you do not remember our sins anymore,
	but cast them into the depths of the sea.
	We receive your forgiveness with gratitude and joy.	
	Amen.
		
The Word of God

 First reading 	Exodus 33: 12-23
Moses and the Glory of the LORD
12 Moses said to the LORD, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, ‘I know you by name and you have found favour with me.’ 13 If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favour with you. Remember that this nation is your people.”
14 The LORD replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”
15 Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. 16 How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?”
17 And the LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by name.”
18 Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”
19 And the LORD said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.”
21 Then the LORD said, “There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. 22 When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.”
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 


Psalm 15
1 LORD, who may dwell in your sacred tent?
    Who may live on your holy mountain?
2 The one whose walk is blameless,
    who does what is righteous,
    who speaks the truth from their heart;
3 whose tongue utters no slander,
    who does no wrong to a neighbour,
    and casts no slur on others;
4 who despises a vile person
    but honours those who fear the LORD;
who keeps an oath even when it hurts,
    and does not change their mind;
5 who lends money to the poor without interest;
    who does not accept a bribe against the innocent.
Whoever does these things
    will never be shaken.

	Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.


Second Reading	Matthew 22: 15-22
15 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16 They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?”
18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, 20 and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?”
21 “Caesar’s,” they replied.
Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”
22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away.
This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 

We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
Loving God,
we bring to you those impacted by ongoing conflicts...
Those who are under threat of attack as they go about their daily lives...
Those whose homes have been damaged or destroyed...
Those whose businesses are at risk because of escalating costs...
and those who are afraid for the future...
May the leaders of the world work together to find solutions,
seek peace not power and may all who live in war zones know they aren't forgotten...
Lord, hear our prayers and may those we have prayed for know your presence with them.
 
We pray for our churches, for those who teach and preach...
For those who have a global voice and we remember especially Pope Leo as he recovers from surgery.
We pray for those with pastoral ministries, for all intercessors, for evangelists
and for each of us as we seek to live out our lives
and express our faith prayerfully and practically. 
Lord, hear our prayers and may those we have prayed for know your presence with them.
 
We pray for all who are struggling. Those who are overburdened with work and responsibilities. Those who are searching for employment and all who feel empty and unfulfilled.
We pray for those who are ill, especially those in places where healthcare is compromised and where poverty is a barrier to receiving treatment.
We remember those we know, in our families and in our community who are in pain and facing invasive procedures. Prayer list
We pray for those who are grieving, for those who sit alongside them and for all facing life with sadness and with loneliness.
Lord, hear our prayers and may those we have prayed for know your presence with them.
 
And as the season begins to change and leaves begin to fall, we pray for our world in all its beauty and all its fragility, environmental and economic crises...
For all who live close to the earth and for all whose art and creativity enriches our lives and lifts our spirits.
Lord, hear our prayers and may those we have prayed for know your presence with them.
In Jesus' name we pray,
Amen



The Collect for the Twentieth Sunday after Trinity.
God, the giver of life,
whose Holy Spirit wells up within your Church:
by the Spirit’s gifts equip us to live the gospel of Christ
   and make us eager to do your will,
that we may share with the whole creation
   the joys of eternal life;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

God,
thank you for your presence,
ever with us and ever impacting our world.
Help us to look for your presence as we go,
knowing we can encounter you wherever we are
and being ready to worship you in our daily lives.
Amen.

Blessing
May God, who loves us and has chosen us,
Strengthen us to live as God’s holy people.
Jesus, you call us to follow.
Amen

	  © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005 
Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from Church House Publishing. 
The Bible readings are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, 
copyright 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the
 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

What’s on ….
Steph is on sabbatical until the end of November
.
Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 

Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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