                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on the Fifth Sunday after Trinity  
Sunday 5th July 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 
Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
and also with you.

Jesus says, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life.’
Let us come to him today, to learn to walk in his ways;
let us come to him today, to discover more of his truth;
let us come to him today, to be filled with his life.
Let us come together now, to rejoice in him:
the way, the truth and the life.
Amen.

An invitation to penitence

You call us out of darkness to live in your marvellous light.
Let us say sorry to God for all the times
We have failed to live in the light of Christ.
[image: ]





A prayer of confession
Loving God,
many times in our walk with you we come to decision crossroads.
We have a choice: your way, or my way.
Your way may look rocky and uneven,
whereas my way may look smooth.
Forgive us, loving God, for taking what appears to be
the easy way.
Your way is far more rewarding as we journey in your
loving grace.
Amen

Assurance of forgiveness
Our Father is a God of love and wisdom.
All our wrongdoings, all wrong decisions, have been forgiven
through the gift of Jesus on the cross.
Through his blood, God’s own Son has paid all our debts,
past, present and future.
We are loved and forgiven.
All thanks be to our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.
The Word of God

 First reading 	Genesis 24: 34-38, 42-49, 58-67
34 So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. 35 The LORD has blessed my master abundantly, and he has become wealthy. He has given him sheep and cattle, silver and gold, male and female servants, and camels and donkeys. 36 My master’s wife Sarah has borne him a son in her old age, and he has given him everything he owns. 37 And my master made me swear an oath, and said, ‘You must not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live, 38 but go to my father’s family and to my own clan and get a wife for my son.’
42 “When I came to the spring today, I said, ‘LORD, God of my master Abraham, if you will, please grant success to the journey on which I have come. 43 See, I am standing beside this spring. If a young woman comes out to draw water and I say to her, “Please let me drink a little water from your jar,” 44 and if she says to me, “Drink, and I’ll draw water for your camels too,” let her be the one the LORD has chosen for my master’s son.’ 45 “Before I finished praying in my heart, Rebekah came out, with her jar on her shoulder. She went down to the spring and drew water, and I said to her, ‘Please give me a drink.’
46 “She quickly lowered her jar from her shoulder and said, ‘Drink, and I’ll water your camels too.’ So I drank, and she watered the camels also.
47 “I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’
“She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel son of Nahor, whom Milkah bore to him.’
“Then I put the ring in her nose and the bracelets on her arms, 48 and I bowed down and worshiped the LORD. I praised the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me on the right road to get the granddaughter of my master’s brother for his son. 49 Now if you will show kindness and faithfulness to my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so I may know which way to turn.”
58 So they called Rebekah and asked her, “Will you go with this man?”
“I will go,” she said.
59 So they sent their sister Rebekah on her way, along with her nurse and Abraham’s servant and his men. 60 And they blessed Rebekah and said to her,
“Our sister, may you increase
    to thousands upon thousands;
may your offspring possess
    the cities of their enemies.”
61 Then Rebekah and her attendants got ready and mounted the camels and went back with the man. So the servant took Rebekah and left.
62 Now Isaac had come from Beer Lahai Roi, for he was living in the Negev. 63 He went out to the field one evening to meditate, and as he looked up, he saw camels approaching. 64 Rebekah also looked up and saw Isaac. She got down from her camel 65 and asked the servant, “Who is that man in the field coming to meet us?”
“He is my master,” the servant answered. So she took her veil and covered herself.
66 Then the servant told Isaac all he had done. 67 Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he married Rebekah. So she became his wife, and he loved her; and Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.
	This is the word of the Lord. 
	Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 45: 10-17

10 Listen, daughter, and pay careful attention:
    Forget your people and your father’s house.
11 Let the king be enthralled by your beauty;
    honour him, for he is your lord.
12 The city of Tyre will come with a gift, 
    people of wealth will seek your favour.
13 All glorious is the princess within her chamber;
    her gown is interwoven with gold.
14 In embroidered garments she is led to the king;
    her virgin companions follow her—
    those brought to be with her.
15 Led in with joy and gladness,
    they enter the palace of the king.
16 Your sons will take the place of your fathers;
    you will make them princes throughout the land.
17 I will perpetuate your memory through all generations;
    therefore the nations will praise you for ever and ever.

	Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.


Second Reading	Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30
16 “To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling out to others:
17 “‘We played the pipe for you,
    and you did not dance;
we sang a dirge,
    and you did not mourn.’
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom is proved right by her deeds.”
25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 26 Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.
27 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
	This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 


We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
Lord God, we look to you for your leading in all that we do. Give us discernment and direction we pray.
Life is full of decisions to be made, large and small. One large decision we make in life is that of our marriage partner. Just as you led Abraham’s servant your way resulting in Rebekah and Isaac coming together, we pray for all couples contemplating marriage plans.
Lord, we pray for all on the cusp of this decision. And ask that you lead them your way.
Lord God, we pray for those who have decided to walk a dark path, and those who have been coerced onto such a path. We think of those lost in a world of drugs, those lost and held in the grip of human trafficking, and those caught up in a never-ending cycle of violence. Light up your path, Lord God. Open their eyes to see, their minds to know and understand.
Lord, touch the lives of the lost, that they may be drawn to go your way and commit their lives to you.
Lord God, we pray for your church today. We lift to you all those in roles of ministry. May they look and act on your word for your people, and look not to their own ideas, the demands of the world or society’s trends. May your word be paramount as all seek to discern your leading. We pray for our community especially ….(prayer list)
Lord, lead your church the way you want it to go. Guide us your way, Lord.
Lord God, after yet another Prime Minister resignation we pray for much-needed stability for our country. This country needs your direction, Lord. May you reign in power over this land. Put the right people in government and have Christian values central in all decisions.
Lord, we pray for all whose actions affect our daily life. May you shine your light and lead them and this country your way.
Lord God, we pray for the world, for all caught up in conflict. We pray for your hand on peace talks, Lord. We pray for the war in Ukraine and the end to hostilities worldwide. Strengthen the innocent caught up amid the rubble of broken lives and provide nourishment for body and soul.
Lord God, we pray for the devastation wrought by the twin earthquakes in Venezuela. We pray for the rescue teams. Lord, rebuild the shattered lives of those devastated by war, famine or earthquakes.
Lord, we pray for all people crying out for help. Speak peace, grant sustenance and restore your world. May the light of your love shine brightly in our world as you lead us your way.
Amen.

The Collect for the Fifth Sunday after Trinity.
Almighty God,
send down upon your Church
the riches of your Spirit,
and kindle in all who minister the gospel
your countless gifts of grace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Blessing
May God, who loves you and has chosen you,
Strengthen you to live as God’s holy people.
Jesus, you call us to follow.
And the blessing …….

Thank you, Lord, for showing us your way.
Thank you, Lord, for leading us in your way.
Thank you, Lord, for blessing us in your way.
Wherever we go, whatever we’re doing, however we feel,
today and always, help us to keep going your way.
Amen.
		
		  © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005 
Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from Church House Publishing. 
The Bible readings are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, 
copyright 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the
 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

What’s on ….
Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 



Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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