                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on the Seventh Sunday of Easter
Sunday 17 May 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 
Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
and also with you.

Almighty God, thank you that you see us and know us.
Thank you that, when we struggle,
we are following in Jesus’ footsteps.
Help us to give our burdens to you this day
and to give you the glory.
Amen.

An invitation to penitence

You call us out of darkness to live in your marvellous light.
Let us say sorry to God for all the times
We have failed to live in the light of Christ.


[image: ]



A prayer of confession

Lord, we know we should be ready
for whatever life throws at us.
But we aren’t always.
And sometimes, when help is offered, we brush it off.
Forgive us, Lord, and fill us with your hope.
Sometimes we haven’t been alert.
We ignore the suffering and needs of others.
Sometimes we think our trials are unique,
forgetting others who are suffering.
Forgive us, Lord, and fill us with your hope.
Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness

	Our loving God knows our every thought,
	our every move, before we do.
	When we are truly sorry for our wrongdoing
	he waits for us with open arms.
	So, now, as we have confessed our sins,
	he blesses us with his forgiveness
	and gives us his strength to carry on.
	Amen.

The Word of God

 First reading 	1 Peter 4: 12-14; 5: 6-11
12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.
8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings.
10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11 To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.
	This is the word of the Lord. 
	Thanks be to God. 


Psalm 68: 1-10, 32-35

1 May God arise, may his enemies be scattered;
    may his foes flee before him.
2 May you blow them away like smoke—
    as wax melts before the fire,
    may the wicked perish before God.
3 But may the righteous be glad
    and rejoice before God;
    may they be happy and joyful.
4 Sing to God, sing in praise of his name,
    extol him who rides on the clouds;
    rejoice before him—his name is the LORD.
5 A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows,
    is God in his holy dwelling.
6 God sets the lonely in families, 
    he leads out the prisoners with singing;
    but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land.
7 When you, God, went out before your people,
    when you marched through the wilderness, 
8 the earth shook, the heavens poured down rain,
    before God, the One of Sinai,
    before God, the God of Israel.
9 You gave abundant showers, O God;
    you refreshed your weary inheritance.
10 Your people settled in it,
    and from your bounty, God, you provided for the poor.
32 Sing to God, you kingdoms of the earth,
    sing praise to the Lord,
33 to him who rides across the highest heavens, the ancient heavens,
    who thunders with mighty voice.
34 Proclaim the power of God,
    whose majesty is over Israel,
    whose power is in the heavens.
35 You, God, are awesome in your sanctuary;
    the God of Israel gives power and strength to his people.
Praise be to God!

	Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.


Second Reading	John 17: 1-11
17 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:
“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.
6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of[ your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one.
	This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 


We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions

God of all grace,
though we look to heaven to find you,
turn our eyes to the world in which we live.
Help us to see you at work around us
and to place all our anxieties for ourselves, our community and our world
into your loving hands.
Lord in your mercy
All: Hear our prayer.
God of all grace,
though we are often afraid as the first disciples were,
keep us close to you and constant in prayer.
Help us to remember that your word was given to comfort us in times of trial, risk, difficulty and violence
and to trust that you hold us in your wounded hands.
We pray for people who are persecuted for their faith 
and for people whose faith leads them to speak out against injustice,
at great risk to themselves.
May we not be surprised when our faith is tested by life and its struggles
but trust you for the strength we need to survive.
You affirm the value of our lives on this earth:
keep us all firm in our desire to serve you, although it may cost us everything.
Lord in your mercy
All: Hear our prayer.
God of all grace,
though our government seems precarious and divided
and people are agitated and angry and experiencing hardships
caused by the cost of living, give us hope for the future.
We pray for an end to the political psychodrama and infighting,
for a renewed focus on the challenges of people’s daily lives, 
and on finding answers to the inequality that destroys well-being.
We pray too for calm, competent and brave government
that delivers the change that our society needs
and ask that all members of the government will make
wise rather than self-serving choices.
We pray for international leadership that seeks peace with justice,
remembering particularly Ukraine, which is facing new bombardment by Russia, and the Middle East. And we pray for urgent action to eliminate the starvation, disease, trauma and suffering caused by war,
Lord in your mercy
All: Hear our prayer.
God of all grace,
though our efforts seem so small when so much need surrounds us,
we ask for your strength.
We pray for members of our community who work tirelessly to improve the lives of others
and for people who do the mundane and often unnoticed work that our lives depend upon.
We pray for volunteers in our church community,
giving thanks for their unassuming but generous service to others.
May we treat one another with gentleness and kindness
and carry each other through when life causes us pain.
Lord in your mercy
All: Hear our prayer.
God of all grace,
though life can be hard and sometimes we cannot see the way ahead
teach us to trust you when darkness surrounds us.
We pray especially for anyone who today feels despairing or overwhelmed by life; and for the sick and the lonely (prayer list)
that they will be comforted by your love that meets us where we are.
Root us in community and in friendship
and help us to restore and  support each other when the going is tough.
Lord in your mercy
All: Hear our prayer
God of all grace,
though our lives and our world are full of uncertainty
and suffering may come,
you will love us to the end.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
and equip us to do the painstaking work of creating heaven on earth.
May we be faithful companions of Jesus in his work of transformation.
Lord in your mercy
All: Hear our prayer

The Collect for the Seventh Sunday of Easter.
Risen, ascended Lord,
as we rejoice at your triumph,
fill your Church on earth with power and compassion,
that all who are estranged by sin
may find forgiveness and know your peace,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Blessing
May God, who loves you and has chosen you,
Strengthen you to live as God’s holy people.
And the blessing …..

Almighty God, you are the creator of all things,
and you love us completely.
Increase our faith so that we can give all our worries
and stresses to you,
knowing and sharing in your amazing peace.
Amen.
			 
			  © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005 
Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from Church House Publishing. 
The Bible readings are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, 
copyright 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the
 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
What’s on ….
Steph at Banbury’s - Friday 5 June
Steph will be in Banbury’s café for coffee and a chat on Friday 5 June from 10.30am – 12.30pm
Thy Kingdom Come - Compline on Zoom  
Steph will be holding compline on zoom from 15 May to 22 May (not the 19) 
using the above link.
Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 

Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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