                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on the Fourth Sunday of Easter
Sunday 26 April 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 
[image: ]




Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
And also with you.


	Heavenly Father, our shepherd,
	let us follow your voice
	as you lead us to rest and peace
	and life everlasting.
	Amen.
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The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept.
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever.
	Amen. 

A prayer of confession

Lord, we confess that we are complacent
about our Christian lives.
When things are going well,
we tend to take you for granted.
We bask in the safety and security we enjoy,
and fail to acknowledge the danger lurking all around.
We fail to heed your voice;
perhaps we have forgotten what you sound like.
You, Lord, are the gateway to life,
who leads us to safe pastures, as long as we heed your voice.
We recommit ourselves to listening for you, Lord,
and living in the abundance of your love. Amen.

Assurance of forgiveness

O Lord, who calls to us always,
you forgive us when distractions drown out your voice.
You forgive us when we are led astray
and wait to welcome us back.
Good Shepherd, we are humbled by your patience
and endless capacity to forgive. Amen.

The Word of God

 First reading 	1 Peter 2: 19-25
19 For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious of God. 20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.
22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” 25 For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
	This is the word of the Lord. 
	Thanks be to God. 


Psalm 23
	A psalm of David.
	1 The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
	2     He makes me lie down in green pastures,
	he leads me beside quiet waters,
	3     he refreshes my soul.
	He guides me along the right paths
    	for his name’s sake.
	4 Even though I walk
   	 through the darkest valley, 
	I will fear no evil,
    	for you are with me;
	your rod and your staff,
   	 they comfort me.
	5 You prepare a table before me
   	 in the presence of my enemies.
	You anoint my head with oil;
    	my cup overflows.
	6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me
   	 all the days of my life,
	and I will dwell in the house of the LORD
   	 forever.

	Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.


Second Reading	John 10: 1-10
10 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them.
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.
	This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 


We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
You show us the way, you lead us to life. Lord, hear these prayers.
The Lord is our shepherd, and he meets our needs. So in quiet we think about:
The young, who need positive role models in this confusing time;
The poor, who need their basic needs to be met and have nowhere to turn;
The sick and ill, who feel desperate and suffer pain, not knowing when or if relief will come;(prayer list)
The lost, whose lives have turned in wrong directions through addiction and poor decisions.
You show us the way, you lead us to life. Lord, hear these prayers.
The Lord takes us to quiet places and restores our souls. So in quiet we think about:
Our plans and hopes for days out, holidays and times to rest and refresh;
Those who work hard to serve others in our community, and need a break;
Church leaders across the world, that they would speak out words of truth and find rest in you;
Those whose lives are filled with noise and activity, that they will find peace and quiet.
You show us the way, you lead us to life. Lord, hear these prayers.
The Lord guides us on the right path for our lives. So in quiet we think about:
Those walking paths to safer and secure places to live, free from fear, oppression and persecution;
Those who lead the world, that they will walk towards peace and stop death and war;
Those who are finding faith and hope in you, and are slowly finding the right path;
Those who have taken steps that are hard, and are doubting their own decisions.
You show us the way, you lead us to life. Lord, hear these prayers.
The Lord has chosen us as his people, and we are blessed. So in quiet we think about:
Our role as the people of God in our community, to bring help and hope where it is needed;
The part we can play in challenging unjust rules and laws in our nation;
The help we can offer those from other cultures and faiths who are under attack;
Our responsibility to bless others by giving away some of what God has blessed us with.
You show us the way, you lead us to life. Lord, hear these prayers.
The Lord eases our way through life with his goodness and love. So in quiet we think about: Those who love us and those we love, those who are alongside us in all things;  Those who lead us, that they would show honesty, good judgement and care in all things;
Those we struggle with, that God’s love would be planted in our hearts;
Us, that at all times we would give thanks for God’s goodness.
You show us the way, you lead us to life. Lord, hear these prayers.
Amen

The Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Easter.

Risen Christ,
faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep:
teach us to hear your voice
and to follow your command,
that all your people may be gathered into one flock,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

 The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Lord, as we leave this place of worship, go before us.
Let us hear your voice this week
and lead us through the gate
to live an abundant life with you.
Amen.	
		
			© The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005 
Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from Church House Publishing. 
The Bible readings are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, 
copyright 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the
 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

What’s on ….
Ascension Day Service May 14 at 6.30pm
Ascension Day Service at Loxbeare with Steph Gordon-Jeffs
Thy Kingdom Come - Compline on Zoom  
Steph will be holding compline on zoom from 15 May to 22 May (not the 19) 
using the above link.
Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 

Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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