                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on Easter Day
Sunday 5 April 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
[image: ]* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 






Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
And also with you.

Risen Lord Jesus, breaking forth from the tomb,
breaking the power of death,
breaking new ground where faith will flourish –
we greet you with joy and jubilation
on this Easter Day! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen.

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept.
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever.
	Amen. 

A prayer of confession

Lord Jesus, we ask your forgiveness
for when we have failed to perceive the power in your story.
Even the Easter story has become so familiar to us
that we fail to feel the immense impact of it.
The stone rolled away! The ground itself shaking beneath us!
A crucified man defeating death itself!
Today, Lord, we seek to follow in the footsteps
of the women who witnessed your resurrection;
to hear and see and feel as they did,
so that we can truly proclaim your
groundbreaking gospel.
Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness

Heavenly Father,
you did not spare your only Son,
but gave him up to death on the cross
so that in his resurrection we might be delivered from our sins
and from death itself.
How great is the forgiveness of such a loving Father!
Amen

The Word of God

 First reading 	Acts 10: 34-43
34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favouritism 35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. 36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.
39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
	This is the word of the Lord. 
	Thanks be to God. 


Psalm  118: 1-2,14-24

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
    his love endures forever.
2 Let Israel say:
    “His love endures forever.”
14 The LORD is my strength and my defense;
    he has become my salvation.
15 Shouts of joy and victory
    resound in the tents of the righteous:
“The LORD’s right hand has done mighty things!
16     The LORD’s right hand is lifted high;
    the LORD’s right hand has done mighty things!”
17 I will not die but live,
    and will proclaim what the LORD has done.
18 The LORD has chastened me severely,
    but he has not given me over to death.
19 Open for me the gates of the righteous;
    I will enter and give thanks to the LORD.
20 This is the gate of the LORD
    through which the righteous may enter.
21 I will give you thanks, for you answered me;
    you have become my salvation.
22 The stone the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone;
23 the LORD has done this,
    and it is marvelous in our eyes.
24 The LORD has done it this very day;
    let us rejoice today and be glad.

	Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.


Second Reading	Matthew 28: 1-10
Jesus Has Risen
28 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.
2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.
5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”
8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”
	This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 

We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
Shake your world with peace, hope and love
Lord God our Father, you sent your Son for us. This Easter we remember the story that shook the world, the earthquake, the stone rolling away from the grave, and the joy of a world shaken by the defeat of death and your Son coming back to life. We remember the hope that this amazing news gives us, and the joy of knowing we can know and love you more through your Son.
So we pray that you would shake us. We pray that you would make us into people with the energy and hope of those first followers of Jesus, seeing all chances to share your message of Good News with others. Shake us so that we would desire to read your word, pray and listen to you, and become more like the disciples you call us to be. Wake us from being ‘dead’ to the joy of Jesus saving us. Shake us, Lord.
Shake your world,
Shake your world with peace, hope and love.
 
Lord God our Father, you sent your Son to bring peace. This Easter we think of the world that Jesus lived in, with people fighting for power and claiming land that was not theirs. We think of those who realised that Jesus came to bring peace and offer a new way to live with others, and those who only saw chances to be selfish and cruel.
So we pray that you would shake our world. We pray for all leaders across the world who are supporting and encouraging conflict and war. We pray that you would shake their consciences and open their eyes to the pain and turmoil that they are causing. Shake all those who can speak to work even harder to save lives and stop the destruction that we see by encouraging talks, ceasefires, and peace. We continue to pray for Ukraine, all of the Middle East, Sudan, and so many other areas of war. Shake our world, Lord.
Shake your world,
Shake your world with peace, hope and love.
 
Lord God our Father, you sent your Son to speak truth. This Easter we think of those days before his death on the cross when Jesus spoke truth to the powers in the temple, truth to the Roman and Jewish leaders, and truth to all those who would listen. We remember that even through Jesus’ death, people such as the Roman officer, realised the truth of Jesus, true Son of God.
 Lord God our Father, you sent your Son to show compassion. This Easter we think of the compassion Jesus showed to those who were crucified alongside him, and those close to him who he spoke to even when dying. We think of all of his words of compassion and hope, his example of caring and healing, and his parables that show his care for people.
So shake all your followers. We pray that we who claim to carry the name of your Son Jesus would also carry his behaviours with us. We pray that we would actively help the homeless, feed the hungry, support the weak, walk alongside those sad and ill, speak up for the forgotten or undervalued, and live lives that shout the Good News of Jesus in all we do. We remember all those facing higher bills and struggling to cope with price rises in fuel and food. Shake Christians out of our comfort and self-satisfaction to be children and adults who live out Jesus’ compassion every day. Shake your people, Lord.
Shake your world,
Shake your world with peace, hope and love.

The Collect for Easter Sunday.

God of glory,
by the raising of your Son
you have broken the chains of death and hell:
fill your Church with faith and hope;
for a new day has dawned
and the way to life stands open
in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Thank you, Lord,
for this wonderful, hopeful day.
Thank you that you are alive and with us
in all the celebrations and challenges of life.
Go with us now to enjoy our celebrations
and face any challenges ahead.
May we share your good news and blessing
with all those we meet this week.
Amen.

			© The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005 
Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from Church House Publishing. 
The Bible readings are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, 
copyright 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the
 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.



What’s on ….
Holy Week – Evening Prayer on Zoom – 30 March – 4 April
Steph will be running an Evening Prayer on zoom during Holy Week, beginning on Monday 30th March through to Saturday 4th April at 6.30pm (not on Maundy Thursday). Please join us when you can using the zoom instructions at the top of the page. Thank you.

Easter Vigil – Saturday 4th April - Calverleigh Church at 8.30pm

Bible Study
The next Bible study will be on Monday 13 April at The Cottage Washfield at 2.30pm with Tim Gorringe. 

Exe Valley Community Lunch
The next lunch is on Thursday 9 April at Oakford Village Hall. Please let the office know if you will be joining us and if you need a lift.

Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 

Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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