                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on The Forth Sunday of Lent – Mothering Sunday
Sunday 15 March 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 

Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
And also with you.

Let us thank the Lord for his steadfast love,
For his wonderful works to humankind.
Let us offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving,
And tell of his acts with shouts of joy.

Come, worship the God who said: 
As a mother comforts her child, 
so I will comfort you.  
We will come before our God.
			
	
On this Mothering Sunday, 
we open our hearts before you, faithful God,
bringing those we love, and those we struggle to love, 
those we have lost, and those we are afraid of losing.
We bring our tears and our joy, 
our disappointments and our hopes.
We bring all that we carry and all that we long to lay down – 
in Jesus’ name.
Amen
Confession
Let us call to mind our sin, 
our failure to value the love of others
and our failure to love as Christ has loved us.

Your love gives us life from the moment of conception,
We fail to live as your children.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

You call us to do good. We seek our own good.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

You hear us when we cry for help. We ignore the cries of others.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.


Assurance of forgiveness

May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse us from our sins, 
and restore us in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.


The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept.
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever.
	Amen. 

A Song of St Anselm
	Gather your little ones to you, O God, 
as a hen gathers her brood to protect them.
1    Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to you;  
you are gentle with us as a mother with her children.
2    Often you weep over our sins and our pride,  
tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgement.
3    You comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds,  
in sickness you nurse us, and with pure milk you feed us.
4    Jesus, by your dying we are born to new life;  
by your anguish and labour we come forth in joy.
Gather your little ones to you, O God, 
as a hen gathers her brood to protect them.
5    Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness;  
through your gentleness we find comfort in fear.
6    Your warmth gives life to the dead,  
your touch makes sinners righteous.
7    Lord Jesus, in your mercy heal us;  
in your love and tenderness remake us.
8    In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness,  
for the beauty of heaven may your love prepare us.
	Gather your little ones to you, O God, 
as a hen gathers her brood to protect them.

	Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen. 


               First reading					1 Samuel 16: 1-13					
Now the Lord said to Samuel, “You have mourned long enough for Saul. I have rejected him as king of Israel, so fill your flask with olive oil and go to Bethlehem. Find a man named Jesse who lives there, for I have selected one of his sons to be my king.”
2 But Samuel asked, “How can I do that? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”
“Take a heifer with you,” the Lord replied, “and say that you have come to make a sacrifice to the Lord. 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you which of his sons to anoint for me.”
4 So Samuel did as the Lord instructed. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town came trembling to meet him. “What’s wrong?” they asked. “Do you come in peace?”
5 “Yes,” Samuel replied. “I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Purify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” Then Samuel performed the purification rite for Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice, too.
6 When they arrived, Samuel took one look at Eliab and thought, “Surely this is the Lord’s anointed!”
7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I have rejected him. The Lord doesn’t see things the way you see them. People judge by outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
8 Then Jesse told his son Abinadab to step forward and walk in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “This is not the one the Lord has chosen.” 9 Next Jesse summoned Shimea,[a] but Samuel said, “Neither is this the one the Lord has chosen.” 10 In the same way all seven of Jesse’s sons were presented to Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11 Then Samuel asked, “Are these all the sons you have?”
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse replied. “But he’s out in the fields watching the sheep and goats.”
“Send for him at once,” Samuel said. “We will not sit down to eat until he arrives.”
12 So Jesse sent for him. He was dark and handsome, with beautiful eyes.
And the Lord said, “This is the one; anoint him.”
13 So as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel took the flask of olive oil he had brought and anointed David with the oil. And the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David from that day on. Then Samuel returned to Ramah.

This is the word of the Lord. 
	Thanks be to God. 

Psalm
	Refrain:    The Lord shall keep watch over your going out
and your coming in.
1    Unless the Lord builds the house,  
those who build it labour in vain.
2    Unless the Lord keeps the city,  
the guard keeps watch in vain.
3    It is in vain that you hasten to rise up early
and go so late to rest, eating the bread of toil,  
for he gives his beloved sleep. 
Refrain:    The Lord shall keep watch over your going out
and your coming in.
1    Unless the Lord builds the house, 
those who build it labour in vain.
2    Unless the Lord keeps the city, 
the guard keeps watch in vain.
3    It is in vain that you hasten to rise up early
and go so late to rest, eating the bread of toil,  
for he gives his beloved sleep. 
Refrain:    The Lord shall keep watch over your going out
and your coming in.
4    Children are a heritage from the Lord  
and the fruit of the womb is his gift.
5    Like arrows in the hand of a warrior,  
so are the children of one’s youth.
6    Happy are those who have their quiver full of them:  
they shall not be put to shame
when they dispute with their enemies in the gate.
Refrain:    The Lord shall keep watch over your going out
and your coming in.

Lord, you are ever watchful
and bless us with your gifts;
as you provide for all our needs,
so help us to build only what pleases you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All	Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
Second Reading			John 19: 25b-27						
Standing near the cross were Jesus’ mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary (the wife of Clopas), and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother standing there beside the disciple he loved, he said to her, “Dear woman, here is your son.”  And he said to this disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from then on this disciple took her into his home.

This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 

We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
In the shadow of your wings, we sing for joy.
O Lord, restore us and make us new.
God of love,
for the softening of our hearts and the opening of our arms;
for generosity that welcomes the lost;
for our need of your tenderness to restore our failures;
for our churches to be renewed in loving and giving;
for the courage to lay down our lives for one another;
for the strength to answer your call to serve others;
for a new start:
we cry to you.
Bring healing and hope.
God of love,
for all who carry the scars of conflict,
the external and internal signs of pain endured;
for the lost and lonely;
the displaced and the dispossessed;
for all whose lives have been broken;
for those in our own community who are suffering…
for all who wait powerless at the bedside of the ill and the dying:
we cry to you.
Bring healing and hope.
God of love,
for the needs in our own communities;
for families under pressure;
for people struggling with rising bills;
for people in debt and distress who have nowhere to turn;
for all who need to know today they are loved;
for all who are bringing up children amid the pressures of today’s world;
for the sacrifices that form the fabric of parenthood;
and for children and young people facing a future full of challenges:
we cry to you.
Bring healing and hope.
God of love,
for mothers who are apart from their children;
for all motherless and lost children;
for all of us whose mothers have died;
for a parent or parents of a child who has died and for children without parents;
for all who long for children but are unable to have them;
for all the struggles of family life;
for children far away from home;
for unaccompanied children fleeing fighting;
and for children whose homes are not places of safety and kindness:
we cry to you.
Bring healing and hope.
God of love
for the places in your world that are now our litany of despair:
for towns razed to the ground;
for communities wiped entirely from the map;
for the besieged, the abducted and the starving;
for motherless children in a war zone;
for the injured and the dying
and for those who weep by their side:
we cry to you.
Bring healing and hope.
God of love,
for the places in the world that are torn apart by conflict;
for the hungry and the homeless;
for the persecuted and the oppressed;
for all who need safety and shelter;
for those whose rights are denied;
for the places where truth cannot be spoken
and where dissenting voices are silenced:
we cry to you.
Bring healing and hope.
God of love,
for simple pleasures in the midst of challenge and hardship;
for lengthening hours of daylight;
for people who lift our burdens,
wipe away our tears,
share our lives and our dreams
and call out our best selves;
for your faithful presence with us
through darkness and light,
and for a deeper experience of your love
which shapes us, calls us, rescues us
and will bring us home:
we cry to you.
Bring healing and hope.
In the shadow of your wings, we sing for joy.
O Lord, restore us and make us new. Amen.
 
The Collect for Mothering Sunday.
God of compassion,
whose Son, Jesus Christ, the child of Mary,
shared the life of a home in Nazareth, 
and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: 
strengthen us in our daily living 
that in joy and in sorrow 
we may know the power of your presence 
to bind together and to heal; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.
All	Amen. 




The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

The Conclusion
God so loved the world that he sent his only Son.
Christ so loved the world that he sent the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit so loves the world 
that he sends us out in love and to be loved.

And may God who gave birth to all creation, bless us: 
may God who became incarnate by an earthly mother, bless us: 
may God, who broods as a mother over her children, bless us. 
May almighty God bless us,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
now and forever.
Amen.

© The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005 
Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from Church House Publishing. 
The Bible readings are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, 
copyright 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the
 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
What’s on ….
Agape Meal
Thursday 2 April at 6.30pm    Agape Meal 	Washfield Village Hall	
Do please join us for an Agape Meal on Maundy Thursday evening. For catering purposes, it would be good to know numbers, so please let the office know, if you would like to come. Everyone is very welcome.


Bible Study
The next Bible study will be on Monday 13 April at The Cottage Washfield at 2.30pm with Tim Gorringe. 

Exe Valley Community Lunch
The next lunch is on Thursday 9 April at Oakford Village Hall. Please let the office know if you will be joining us and if you need a lift.

Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 


Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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