Morning Prayer on The Second Sunday of Epiphany
Sunday 18 January 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 



Preparation
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you  
All 	and also with you. 
O Lord, open our lips  
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 


Everywhere we go there are sights and sounds,
things to look at, things to hear, things to notice.
Sometimes, in the busyness of our surroundings,
we miss seeing God,
we miss noticing the things that God is doing,
we miss being aware of God’s people making a difference.
Today, let’s come and see,
and be open to what God may reveal to us.	
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	The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 
All	Amen. 

A prayer of confession
Merciful God, when we start to complain
that we have laboured in vain:
please forgive us.
When we fail to see what our purpose could be:
please forgive us.
When nothing goes right and we turn from your light:
please forgive us.
When faith slips away and we’re reluctant to pray:
please forgive us.
Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness
God of all that has been and all that is to be,
your forgiveness and grace save us
from shame and discouragement.
Your healing light and understanding
save us from sinking into darkness,
and the life, death and resurrection of Jesus
give us purpose, meaning and life everlasting.
Amen.
The Word of God
First reading: 	Isaiah 49: 1-7
49 Listen to me, you islands;
    hear this, you distant nations:
Before I was born the LORD called me;
    from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name.
2 He made my mouth like a sharpened sword,
    in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me into a polished arrow
    and concealed me in his quiver.
3 He said to me, “You are my servant,
    Israel, in whom I will display my splendour.”
4 But I said, “I have laboured in vain;
    I have spent my strength for nothing at all.
Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand,
    and my reward is with my God.”
5 And now the LORD says—
    he who formed me in the womb to be his servant
to bring Jacob back to him
    and gather Israel to himself,
for I am[a] honoured in the eyes of the LORD
    and my God has been my strength—
6 he says:
“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant
    to restore the tribes of Jacob
    and bring back those of Israel I have kept.
I will also make you a light for the Gentiles,
    that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”
7 This is what the LORD says—
    the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel—
to him who was despised and abhorred by the nation,
    to the servant of rulers:
“Kings will see you and stand up,
    princes will see and bow down,
because of the LORD, who is faithful,
    the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

This is the word of the Lord.  
All 	Thanks be to God 



Psalm				Psalm 40
1 I waited patiently for the LORD;
    he turned to me and heard my cry.
2 He lifted me out of the slimy pit,
    out of the mud and mire;
he set my feet on a rock
    and gave me a firm place to stand.
3 He put a new song in my mouth,
    a hymn of praise to our God.
Many will see and fear the LORD
    and put their trust in him.
4 Blessed is the one
    who trusts in the LORD,
who does not look to the proud,
    to those who turn aside to false gods.[b]
5 Many, LORD my God,
    are the wonders you have done,
    the things you planned for us.
None can compare with you;
    were I to speak and tell of your deeds,
    they would be too many to declare.
6 Sacrifice and offering you did not desire—
    but my ears you have opened[c]—
    burnt offerings and sin offerings[d] you did not require.
7 Then I said, “Here I am, I have come—
    it is written about me in the scroll.[e]
8 I desire to do your will, my God;
    your law is within my heart.”
9 I proclaim your saving acts in the great assembly;
    I do not seal my lips, LORD,
    as you know.
10 I do not hide your righteousness in my heart;
    I speak of your faithfulness and your saving help.
I do not conceal your love and your faithfulness
    from the great assembly.
11 Do not withhold your mercy from me, LORD;
    may your love and faithfulness always protect me.
12 For troubles without number surround me;
    my sins have overtaken me, and I cannot see.
They are more than the hairs of my head,
    and my heart fails within me.
13 Be pleased to save me, LORD;
    come quickly, LORD, to help me.
14 May all who want to take my life
    be put to shame and confusion;
may all who desire my ruin
    be turned back in disgrace.
15 May those who say to me, “Aha! Aha!”
    be appalled at their own shame.
16 But may all who seek you
    rejoice and be glad in you;
may those who long for your saving help always say,
    “The LORD is great!”
17 But as for me, I am poor and needy;
    may the Lord think of me.
You are my help and my deliverer;
    you are my God, do not delay.

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit;
 	as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever. 
	Amen. 


Second reading: 			John 1: 29-42
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”
32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 33 And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”[f]
35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”
37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?”
They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”
39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”
So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon.
40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus.
Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter[g]).

This is the word of the Lord.  
All 	Thanks be to God 


We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions

Lord, reveal yourself to us, that we may show you to others
Lord, in the stillness of this moment, help us to think back over this past week and ponder: Where have you revealed yourself to us this week? In nature around us? In the smile of a friend or family member? The kindness of strangers? Through your word? If this week has seemed dark and difficult, point us to a lighter moment that we perhaps didn’t notice at first. Help us to cling onto the truth that, whether we noticed you or not, you were there and always will be beside us.
L: Lord, reveal yourself to us
All: That we may show you to others.
 
Lord, as we turn our thoughts to the world, we see so much turmoil and unrest. We see wars and rumours of wars. We pray for the situation in Iran. We continue to lift Gaza, Israel and Ukraine to you.
Lord, in our world we also see untold sorrow. We see distrust and confusion. Yet we know that you are Lord of all. We know that one day all kings and rulers will bow down before you. We pray for our leaders now, Lord… Show yourself to them in 2026, we pray. Astonish them by your presence. Give them wisdom, particularly where there are difficult decisions to be made about the welfare of the people they serve. Help them, and us, to be bringers of peace.
L: Lord, reveal yourself to us
All: That we may show you to others.
 
Lord, we pray for those in our community who need fresh vision of who you are just now. We remember those who are in pain, sickness or sorrow, especially…
Lord, be their comfort and healer in ways they could not previously have imagined. Enable us to be there for them, with a word of encouragement, a loving arm around the shoulder, practical action, whatever they need. Show us new ways to be your eyes, your feet, your hands.
We pray for our health services, social services and all those who provide community care. Help us always to be supportive of those who support us, in whatever way.
L: Lord, reveal yourself to us
All: That we may show you to others.
 
Lord, we focus now on the week ahead. We picture the places we expect to be going to and the people we expect to meet. Help us to bring your love into each situation. We pray particularly about any moments that may be difficult or uncomfortable. Help us to know that you are walking alongside us and give us your peace. Enable us to be surprised by you this week, too, Lord - not so hooked on our routines that we aren’t able to make space for the unexpected. Help us to see where you are within those moments and to follow where you lead. Bring us back here next week with a renewed sense of purpose and joy.
L: Lord, reveal yourself to us
All: That we may show you to others.
 
And send us out from here with a willingness to be your hands and feet, your followers and disciples, bearing your love into every corner of our community. Amen.

Collect for the Second Sunday of Epiphany
Eternal Lord,
our beginning and our end:
bring us with the whole creation
to your glory, hidden through past ages
and made known
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
All 	Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Blessing:

Christ the Son of God, 
perfect in you 
the image of his glory and 
gladden your hearts with the 
good news of his kingdom.
And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among us and remain with us 
and those we love and pray for 
today and always. 
All			Amen. 

As we go out into the world,
may we see more of who God is.
May we be ready to listen to the words of Jesus.
May we have the courage to say to others, ‘Come and see’.
Amen.	            
	            Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England; Common Worship: Pastoral Services; 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer; are all copyright © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.





What’s on ….


Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 


Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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