Reflection on Revelation 7:9-17 – Whole life worth-ship

Begin with an opening prayer 
I bless God every chance I get;
my lungs expand with praise to God.
I live and breathe God;
if things aren’t going well, hear this and be happy.
Join me in spreading the news:
let us praise the Lord together and exalt God’s name.

Read the passage

 The Great Multitude in White Robes
9 After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice:
“Salvation belongs to our God,
who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb.”
11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying:
“Amen!
Praise and glory
and wisdom and thanks and honour
and power and strength
be to our God for ever and ever.
Amen!”
13 Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?”
14 I answered, “Sir, you know.”
And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore,
“they are before the throne of God
    and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne
    will shelter them with his presence.
16 ‘Never again will they hunger;
    never again will they thirst.
The sun will not beat down on them,’
    nor any scorching heat.
17 For the Lamb at the centre of the throne
    will be their shepherd;
‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’
    ‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’”

Explore and respond to the text.
Apocalyptic writings revealed something previously hidden. They helped people to understand things in a new way. They aimed to look at events on earth from the perspective of God and of the end of history, demonstrating the connection between what happens on earth and what is happening in heaven. Against a backdrop of persecution and suffering in the Early Church, Revelation aimed to give hope, especially the hope that God would ultimately intervene to bring in a new age when God’s rule would be full and unchallenged. Apocalyptic writings are full of symbolism, perhaps to make it difficult for persecutors to understand the messages and hope being conveyed.
Revelation is meant to be read or heard as a whole; this passage is a short extract demonstrating the worship taking place in heaven. The ‘great multitude’ referred to in verse 9 is the saints (hence this passage being used on what some celebrate as All Saints Day), with ‘saints’ being the term used in the New Testament to refer to all believers. Continuing the theme that has developed through the New Testament, of God reaching out to all (not solely the Jews), the saints here are a diverse group from every nation, tribe, people and language. They have suffered for their faith, but this is not the end of the story: their faith in Jesus has saved and purified them and they are safe and provided for. Their whole life is focused on worship, which is expressed not only in words and attitude but physically as all – the saints, the elders and the symbolic ‘living creatures’ – fall down in front of God’s throne






Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. These ideas may help.
 
[image: ]Questions for reflection
· What (or who) comes to mind when you hear the word ‘Saint’?
· What is your response to this painting by Elizabeth Wang – ‘Christ Was Strolling Amongst His Saints In Heaven, Paying Personal Attention To Each Of Them’?
· How can we worship God in all aspects of our lives?


A prayer to end 
 Creator God, you send us out
to create signs of hope.
Jesus, our Saviour, you send us out
to show love and compassion.
Holy Spirit, you send us out
to bring peace and justice for all.
May we bring you glory wherever we are this week.
Amen.
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