Reflection on Genesis 24:34-38,42-49,58-67 – Going God’s way
Begin with an opening prayer
Come all who wish to journey forward with our Creator God.
Come near and draw from his refreshing well.
Allow him to guide our way.

Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
Genesis 24:34-38,42-49,58-67
34 So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. 35 The LORD has blessed my master abundantly, and he has become wealthy. He has given him sheep and cattle, silver and gold, male and female servants, and camels and donkeys. 36 My master’s wife Sarah has borne him a son in her old age, and he has given him everything he owns. 37 And my master made me swear an oath, and said, ‘You must not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live, 38 but go to my father’s family and to my own clan and get a wife for my son.’
42 “When I came to the spring today, I said, ‘LORD, God of my master Abraham, if you will, please grant success to the journey on which I have come. 43 See, I am standing beside this spring. If a young woman comes out to draw water and I say to her, “Please let me drink a little water from your jar,” 44 and if she says to me, “Drink, and I’ll draw water for your camels too,” let her be the one the LORD has chosen for my master’s son.’ 45 “Before I finished praying in my heart, Rebekah came out, with her jar on her shoulder. She went down to the spring and drew water, and I said to her, ‘Please give me a drink.’
46 “She quickly lowered her jar from her shoulder and said, ‘Drink, and I’ll water your camels too.’ So I drank, and she watered the camels also.
47 “I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’
“She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel son of Nahor, whom Milkah bore to him.’
“Then I put the ring in her nose and the bracelets on her arms, 48 and I bowed down and worshiped the LORD. I praised the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me on the right road to get the granddaughter of my master’s brother for his son. 49 Now if you will show kindness and faithfulness to my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so I may know which way to turn.”
58 So they called Rebekah and asked her, “Will you go with this man?”
“I will go,” she said.
59 So they sent their sister Rebekah on her way, along with her nurse and Abraham’s servant and his men. 60 And they blessed Rebekah and said to her,
“Our sister, may you increase
    to thousands upon thousands;
may your offspring possess
    the cities of their enemies.”
61 Then Rebekah and her attendants got ready and mounted the camels and went back with the man. So the servant took Rebekah and left.
62 Now Isaac had come from Beer Lahai Roi, for he was living in the Negev. 63 He went out to the field one evening to meditate, and as he looked up, he saw camels approaching. 64 Rebekah also looked up and saw Isaac. She got down from her camel 65 and asked the servant, “Who is that man in the field coming to meet us?”
“He is my master,” the servant answered. So she took her veil and covered herself.
66 Then the servant told Isaac all he had done. 67 Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he married Rebekah. So she became his wife, and he loved her; and Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.

Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once, or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 
Bible notes

Abraham’s servant has been given an important task – to find a wife for his son, Isaac. However, it can’t be just any woman; she must be from within Abraham’s kinship network – this is because of the special promise that God made to Abraham in Genesis 12, that he would become the father of a great nation. God’s chosen people must not intermarry with their neighbours, the Canaanites. So, the servant sets off on a long journey, and in verse 42 he prays out his desire to walk in the way God has for him. This moment of prayer leads to a moment of discernment – the servant declares that the correct choice of woman will be the one who offers water to his camels. This may have been a simple ‘sign’ from God, or it may have displayed a bit of common sense on the part of the servant – after all, a woman who will offer to do such a task must be a caring kind of person, not to mention strong! Camels can drink a lot of water, and it would have been heavy work to provide for them. In this way, Rebekah is identified as the right woman and in verse 48 the servant gives thanks that God has answered his prayer and shown him the way to this excellent choice.
Rebekah too must now make a choice – and she agrees to go with the servant, her family praying for her as she goes. In verse 64 we are told she got down from her camel – but the Hebrew word here can also mean to fall off! Perhaps she was so taken by the sight of her husband to be? Certainly, Isaac was struck by Rebekah. He marries her without a qualm, and verse 67 tells us that kind and strong Rebekah was a great comfort to Isaac following the death of his mother. 
 
Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
How do we go about the task of discernment? Theologian Thomas Aquinas famously said that ‘Discernment is the application of right reason to action’. Aquinas believed in using good sense as well as the Holy Spirit to guide us – he would have liked that Abraham’s servant showed openness to God’s leading and common sense by asking to see a woman who would water the camels. What does a balance between seeking God and using common sense look like in our own day-to-day lives?
 
Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· How much water does a camel need?
· What guides you when you need to make an important decision?
· Rebekah’s generosity is a sign that she is going God’s way. Is it obvious to others that God guides you?
 Prayer to end
Thank you, Father God, for never giving up on us.
We take many a wrong turn, but you lovingly correct our steps.
Praise you, loving God.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for coming to show us how we should
live and for your patience as we learn to discern your leading.
Praise you, living Lord.
Thank you, Holy Spirit, for being on hand every day,
accompanying and guiding us in the wisdom of going God’s way.
We praise you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
May we grow day by day as we humbly walk your way.
Amen.
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