Reflection on John 10:1-10 – Gateway to life
Begin with an opening prayer
Heavenly Father, our shepherd,
let us follow your voice
as you lead us to rest and peace
and life everlasting.
Amen.
Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
John10:1-10 
The Good Shepherd and His Sheep
10 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them.
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.[a] They will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.
Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than onc, or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
Bible notes
A typical sheepfold in Jesus’ day was a pen with a rock-built wall that often surrounded the mouth of a cave to provide shelter from inclement weather. Thorny plants grew over the wall to deter wolves and other predators. A gate in the wall provided access to the fold, which could be used by more than one shepherd and his flock. A group of shepherds might hire a gatekeeper to guard the sheep overnight. Sometimes a shepherd lay across the gate to act as a door to the fold. Sheep recognised their shepherd by the sound of his voice or his tuneful whistle. Some shepherds knew their sheep so well that they named them and called them out of the fold to follow them to pasture. So, the parable paints an evocative picture of a shepherd’s care for his flock, in the face of the risks and dangers from predators, thieves and bad weather.
This Gospel provides two interpretations of the parable. Verses 7-10 compare Jesus to the gate of the fold, and verses 11-18 to the shepherd. The gate controls access into and out of the sheepfold, ensuring that the sheep are safe (this seems to be the meaning of ‘saved’ in verse 9) and well fed. So, the gate enables the flock to flourish (v.10). Jesus achieves this by knowing his sheep so well that they are prepared to listen to him and by distinguishing himself from ‘thieves and bandits’, who see the sheep only as commodities rather than living creatures who need nurturing. Jesus rejects their destructive self-interest. Instead, he is utterly other-centred in his care. A shepherd lying across the gate is a gateway to life, who lies down and stands up regularly, a movement that in this Gospel symbolises the flow of heavenly grace in the Word made flesh, who is now close to the Father’s heart.
Shepherding is an image of pastoral care in which ‘knowing’ means healing, sustaining, and keeping safe, and ‘being known’ means feeling confident and secure enough to follow Jesus into the wider world, trusting that he is able to bring out the best in life. This dynamic lies at the heart of the continuing ministry of the risen Jesus, and the well-being of the community that follows him.
Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
A group of friends decided that, once they retired, they’d like to keep sheep. They rented a field near their village and moved their small flock in. Everything went well for the first few years, but during a particularly wet winter some of the sheep suffered from foot rot. The following lambing season was particularly demanding, with more ewes and their new-borns needing attention. Then two of the friends became unwell, which added to the pressures on the others. The friends realised they were all getting older, and that rearing sheep was anything but the romantic pastime they’d imagined. ‘We don’t have to do this,’ they said to each other and, reluctantly, they decided to call it a day. Good shepherding is sacrificial and demanding.
 
Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· How is this shepherd caring for her sheep?
· How does Jesus care for us?
· How do we care for and protect our church congregations, especially the most vulnerable?
 
Prayer
Adapt to your local context.
Lord, we thank you for calling us here each week,
to this place where we can tune into your voice
and drown out the din of the world’s voices.
We praise you for the deep knowledge we have of you,
the trust of a flock for their Good Shepherd.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for teaching us
to hear your voice in the Gospels
and in the stillness of our personal prayer.
Good Shepherd, may we ever raise our voices in praise,
to the one whose firm, gentle command
is our gateway to life in all its abundant fullness.
Amen.
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