Reflection on Isaiah 11.1-10 – Come, Jesus, show us the way
Begin with an opening prayer
As we gather today to await your coming among us,
help us to listen to the voices that we normally ignore.
Give us grace and humility to learn from both young and old.
Show us your way and help us to walk in it.
Amen.
Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
 Isaiah 11: 1-10
11 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—
    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
    the Spirit of counsel and of might,
    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD—
3 and he will delight in the fear of the LORD.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
    or decide by what he hears with his ears;
4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;
    with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
5 Righteousness will be his belt
    and faithfulness the sash around his waist.
6 The wolf will live with the lamb,
    the leopard will lie down with the goat,
the calf and the lion and the yearling[a] together;
    and a little child will lead them.
7 The cow will feed with the bear,
    their young will lie down together,
    and the lion will eat straw like the ox.
8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den,
    and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest.
9 They will neither harm nor destroy
    on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD
    as the waters cover the sea.
10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious.

Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once, or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 
Bible notes

In evocative poetry, Isaiah announces a new and better type of king (v.1), who will come from the ‘stock of Jesse’. Jesse was the father of King David and therefore an ancestor of Jesus. David’s line had quickly become mired in scandal and drifted away from faith. The family tree that was once strong seemed to have died, but trees are hard to kill and new life can grow from the stump. The better king described here has the Spirit of God resting on him, bringing wisdom, insight, the ability to give and receive good advice, strength, knowledge, respect of God and delight in awe of God. (The prayer for this seven-fold spirit forms part of confirmation and ordination services in many churches.)
The new king does not decide by his senses (v.3b) because it is too easy for counsellors to manipulate what information a ruler receives. This king will see through all that and give equal justice to the needy. This will lead to a universal peace in which those creatures who are normally natural enemies can coexist peacefully (vv.6-8).
This ‘root’ king will be like an ensign (the type of flag soldiers rallied around in battle), gathering in people of other nations. Another potential cause of conflict is turned into co-existence through him.
Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
What sort of animal are you? In times of conflict, the United States Congress often divides between the ‘hawks’ who want war and the ‘doves’ who want peace. It is possible Isaiah’s poetic language of lions and lambs and little children is referring to different sorts of people who find it very hard to connect with each other? How can ‘lions’ and ‘lambs’ make peace? You may find some answers in how Paul deals with the divided Roman community.
 
Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· What do you imagine when you think of peace?
· What can we learn from Jesus about peace?
· How could Christmastime be an opportunity to promote peace in your community?
 
 Prayer
Lord Jesus, you show us the way
to live together in peace and harmony.
Help us to be people who share peace with others
and live in harmony with everyone
and your beautiful world.
Amen.
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