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WHY ARE WE WAITING ?

A

ltogether now … to the
tune of, ‘O Come all ye
faithful’

‘Why are we waiting? Why are
we waiting? Why are we
waiting? Why? Why? Why?
Why are we waiting? Why are
we waiting? Why are we
waiting? O why? Why? Why?’
It’s a song of my childhood,
sung sitting round the dining
table, knife and fork in hand,
fists lightly drumming against
the table in time with the
music, while my mother
slaved away in the kitchen.

culture, waiting is something
of an anathema. We can get
what we want straight away.
We don’t even have to go to
the shops. We can buy stuff,
and it arrives the next day.
Then, the day after, we can
send it back again! It’s as
though there is nothing really
worth waiting for. Text
messages and e-mails need
to be answered straightaway. Phone calls can be
made
from
the
most
inaccessible places. Clearly,
the Exe Valley is an exception
to this!

My dad and I thought it was
very, very funny. I suspect my
mother did not.

Advent
offers
us
the
opportunity
to
allow
ourselves to be transformed
by the presence of God. I will
be at the various Advent
Reflections
across
the
Mission Community. Each
one will be different, so feel
free to come and join me for
however many you can. If we
spend a bit of time, amid all
the busyness, and wait, I
suspect that we might then
come to the place where the
tune remains the same, but
the words change. Instead of
‘Why are we waiting?’ we
might find ourselves singing,
‘O come let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.’

I look forward to seeing you
over the next few weeks as
we celebrate Christmas
together, and welcome in the
New Year, with all that it
Advent is all about waiting. holds.
It’s not about getting ready or
being prepared, or filling up With love to you and those
the time in readiness for ‘the you love,
You see, I’m hopeless at it. I big event’. Neither is it about
hate waiting. I want to have doing nothing. Waiting is
everything now, this minute. about spending time in the
Please read additional
And of course, generally present. It is not allowing
information from Steph on
speaking, that’s exactly what ourselves to be influenced by
I do. Because I can! And I am the demands of the future,
Pages 3,7,10,12 and 18
not alone. In our present but taking time to ‘be’.
And today, for some strange
and unexpected reason, I
have found myself wondering
why I ever found it so
amusing,
and
–
more
important, why
we
waiting?’

Steph
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10 am - 12 noon
Toys, snacks, songs and more !!
For more information contact

Liz Heywood on 01884 881583
You can also find us on Facebook

EDITORIAL
Happy Christmas

I

t doesn’t seem possible that our first
“Solo flight” was the December 2013January 2014 issue. Where have those
four years gone - as they say?
We recently celebrated 21 years in Lower
Washfield and, although Rectors and
friends have come and gone, it remains
the most wonderful place to live. To turn
off the Rackenford Road and head for
home is magical and like stepping out of
the hustle and bustle of the outside world.
Well (as we’ve said before) it would be, if
it wasn’t for the recent, selfish trend of a
few people, who drive at dangerous and
irresponsibly high speeds, along our once
tranquil and safe lanes. Please spare a
thought for other cars, walkers and
animals - all of whom have the right to be
there. Whatever happened to manners ??
A warm glow has now settled over the Exe
Valley with the newly married Steph
spreading her kindness and enthusiasm
over us all. There’s hope for us yet !!

Jenny and Geoff
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The meaning is in the
WAITING
A series of reflections across the
Exe Valley Mission Community
on Tuesdays & Thursdays for Advent

28 November 10.15am
Rackenford Abraham and Sarah
30 November 7.00pm
Cruwys Morchard Abraham and Sarah
3 December Advent Sunday
Oakford 9.30am and
Stoodleigh 11.15am In Praise of Waiting
5 December 6.30pm
Calverleigh Village Hall The Prophets
7 December 10.00am
Washfield - The Prophets
12 December 10.30am
Loxbeare - John the Baptist

Steph Reflexe …

FROM THE ARCHIVES
‘TODAY’ 50 years ago

Wedding

T

here are not many times when I have
felt completely speechless and
overwhelmed but getting married is
definitely one of them. Robert and I were,
on more than one occasion, rendered
speechless and a little bit tearful, by the
love and joy that surrounded us.

We would like to thank everyone for the
love and generosity you showed us, in
celebrating our wedding, and sharing our
joy. We received hundreds and hundreds
of cards and messages. We had a perfect
day. It was exactly what we had wanted –
despite Storm Brian! And we are thrilled
and grateful that so many of you were
able to come and share it with us.
Thank you so much!

December 1967 & January 1968

D

ecember had traditionally been
known as “Slaughter month”, when
farmers were obliged to kill the livestock
for which they would be unable to provide
feed during the Winter.
Clergy were clearly in abundance, with
six of the nine parishes each having three
services over Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day, the other three parishes
having to make do with two!
In a re-telling of the Christmas story,
when Mary and Joseph visited the Temple
following the birth of Jesus, they were
required to present two purple doves or
two pigeons!

Interestingly, on the run up to the The Rector was seeking volunteers to
wedding, the lectionary gospel readings help children who were having difficulty
featured some of the stories that Jesus with their reading.
told about the Kingdom of God. He often
used the picture of a wedding. Weddings “Church sheep” were kept by farmers in
are a high point in most people’s lives, more than one parish. Presumably the
and in the lives of their families, friends sale of the sheep raised funds for the
and communities. So much time, effort churches?
and resources are lavished into preparing
Loxbeare’s organ had been restored.
for a wedding. When I talk to couples
after the event, they often say that it was There was concern at Oakford school
the best day ever. And I get that. Because over fallen plaster and exposed rot to
21 October was the best day ever, for me! timbers.
(Well, and Robert too, I hope!)
Christmas trees were being offered for
But it is also a reminder of what God says sale at 1/9d (about 8p!) per foot, up to
he has prepared for us in heaven. The 3’-6” tall – including delivery!
ultimate wedding banquet. No Prosecco
spared! And the best bit is that everyone, Rackenford’s young people presented
the Christmas Eve Carol Service.
absolutely everyone is invited.

14 December 7.00pm
Withleigh - John the Baptist

All we have to do is accept the invitation.

19 December 7.00pm
Templeton - Mary

Steph

The Templeton Country Sale, held in
Tiverton, raised £105 towards the £1,000

SOUTH MOLTON 01769 573941
TIVERTON 01884 243430
24 HOUR BREAKDOWN SERVICE
THROUGHOUT THE SOUTH WEST
07736271866
FITTING ON-SITE
FARM OR

AGRICULTURAL

ROADSIDE

& COMMERCIAL
TYRES AVAILABLE

.
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cost of tower repairs. Manure was on
offer at 3/- (15p) a sack, as a fund-raising
initiative, and had made it into the
national press! The cost of restoration of
the bells was not going to be as much as
originally thought.
The Withleigh Autumn Fayre had raised
£91, effectively clearing the £750 debt
from the major restoration and rebuilding
work to the church.
Foot and Mouth was taking its toll on
events, with carol singing cancelled,
Stoodleigh’s Christmas Fair being
postponed and the Washfield children’s
party in doubt. Pathfinders and some
Sunday Schools were also victims.
A cold February was predicted, with heavy
snowfalls.

Paul Iliff
NATURE NOTES

T

he premature end to Summer in Britain
was a great disappointment and
Nature in the Exe Valley seemed to be
confused. I heard tawny owls calling to
each other in the light of an August
evening whilst witnessing pipistrelle bats
flying in a circular motion without much
purpose.
Normally I would only be
contemplating the gathering of swallows
then house martins but to see bats flying
like birds and staying near [rather than
flitting and scouring a larger area] and
being surprised by the call of owls, was
unsettling at this time.
Nevertheless, as we approach the depth
of Winter, the calls of our resident pair of
tawny owls is very comforting whilst lying
in bed. I understand tawny owls tend to
lead a solitary life and pairs reconvene in

their territory in time for Winter and to
mate. They have a variety of calls and are
also called screech owls but I feel hoot is
a better description for what you hear.
Storybooks [and Shakespeare] and our
imagination, determine they call ‘Tu-whit’
and answer ‘Tu-who’. The first being the
call of the female and the second being
the response of the male. This is worthy
of note because it is that rare occasion in
Nature when the male has the last word.
Equally comforting in Winter is the neat
and tidy garden that has been put to bed,
with plans to make it even better next year.
However spare a thought for the
groundsmen at Southampton and
Leicester football clubs, where the
designs they used to make in the mown
turf have been banned. The former
tended to be arty curves but the tartan
patterns at Leicester had to be the most
impressive. Speaking as one whose
stripes in the lawn are conditioned by the
presence of mole hills and slow worms, I
felt their creative achievements often
surpassed that of the players. I do not
know why they have been stopped and
can only presume it has nothing to do
with football and everything to do with
money. I know those making the decision
are blind to Nature and have never
worked with it.

Thomas More
PARISH ROUND-UP

CALVERLEIGH

O
1

ctober was a busy month for
baptisms in Calverleigh. On Sunday
October, we welcomed Elizabeth

TIVERTON FLOWER CLUB
CALVERLEIGH VILLAGE HALL
1st THURSDAY MONTHLY
MEET AT 2 pm

Sunday 8 October saw our turn to host
the Cluster Service with Washfield and
Loxbeare, in which we welcomed the
families, friends and supporters of
Freddie Jason Ogilvy, on the occasion of
his Baptism. As part of the same Service
Mia Elizabeth and Esme Rose Hammett
were also baptised. They too were
supported by parents, family and friends.
As this was a Service of Holy
Communion, all children attending the
baptisms were welcomed to the altar rail
for a blessing. The Church was very
nearly full and it proved to be an
enjoyable occasion for both regulars and
visitors.
As a congregation, we would like to add
our congratulations to Steph and Robert
on the occasion of their wedding, which
was held at Cruwys Morchard on 21
October. We wish the happy couple a
long and happy marriage.
An Informal Get-together (Coffee, Cake
and Company @ Calverleigh) took place
in the Church on 29 October, at which 27
people popped in to enjoy light
refreshments including cake and
biscuits, and of course to catch up with
the Church family. Our thanks go to all
who helped in any way and we warmly
invite anyone to join us for the next one.
A fund-raising meal was held on
Saturday 11 November at Calverleigh
Village Hall, which for many years had
been held at Washfield.
Our thanks go to Mandy Cotter, Jackie
and Mary Herniman for all their hard
work in preparing the room and the
delicious and plentiful meal.
Need advice about securing your
financial future? Pop in for a chat at
NFU Mutual, Key House, 4 Woodward
Road, Tiverton, Devon, EX16 5GZ,
contact us at tiverton@nfumutual.co.uk
or telephone 01884 253550

CALL 01884 257579
FOR MORE INFORMATION

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products
and selected products from specialist providers. When you get in
touch we’ll explain the advice services and out charges. Financial
advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Ltd.

G P Stuckey
General Builder
Ashley Park Farm,
Seven Crosses, Tiverton,
Devon, EX16 5NW
Tel: 01884 258481
Mobile : 07933 796954

Rosabella Casandra, her parents, family
and supporters, on the occasion of her
Baptism. Steph was ably assisted by
Thomas, who was very eager to get his
hands wet.

nfumutual.co.uk/tiverton

Extensions, Roofing,
Plastering, Painting,
Patios and Drives,
Plumbing, Stone Walls,
Listed Building Works,
Lime Plaster Cob

INSURANCE | PENSIONS | INVESTMENTS

Agent of the National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited
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Many others helped in a variety of ways,
including providing desserts and the
marvellous sum of £668.50 was raised to
be divided between Children’s Hospice
South West and Calverleigh Church.
On 12 November we had a change of time
for our Remembrance Service which
moved from a 9.30am Holy Communion
to a 10.50am Remembrance Service of
the Word. It was well attended with a
congregation age ranging from those in
their 80s to 8 months old. The service
was led by Julie Goldsworthy who gave a
talk outlining the beginnings of the two
minute silence and later in the service
read the poem “For the Fallen” by Robert
Laurence Binyon.
In the last issue of the magazine, we said
that we would let you know where the
Harvest Produce would be donated. We
are pleased to say that the produce was
gratefully received by the Salvation Army,
who provide meals and also pass on food
parcels to families in need.
Money raised at the Harvest Supper has
been sent to Shelter Box in support of all
the good work they do in providing
temporary
and
much
needed
accommodation
for
those
made
homeless by natural disaster or
displacement.
Throughout the Christmas period there
will again be an opportunity to donate
dried and tinned food as well as toiletries
to CHAT. A box will be under the
Christmas tree and contributions given to
CHAT early in January.
Christmas Services at Calverleigh
Dec 3 @ 3pm Christingle
Dec 17 @ 3pm Carol Service
Dec 25 @ 9.30am - Holy Communion
Dec 31 @ 10.30am - Group Service

Church Cleaning Rota
20 Nov / 2 Dec: Mrs A Webber
4 / 16 Dec:
Mrs R Tapp
18 / 6 Jan:
Mrs J Goldsworthy
8 / 20 Jan:
Mrs S Greenslade
22 Jan / 3 Feb: Miss J Herniman
Altar Flower Rota
26 Nov / 3 Dec: Mrs M Furneaux
10 / 17 Dec:
Mrs M Herniman
7 / 14 Jan:
Mrs S Greenslade
21 / 28 Jan:
Lady L Amory
If you would like to volunteer for the
Flower, Cleaning or Mowing Rotas,
please contact Aubrey Goldsworthy on
01884 255248.
Have we missed anything? If there is
something that you think we should have
mentioned, or you have something for
inclusion in the next magazine, please
contact Dave Burton on 01884 561499
or by email:
calverleigh@exevalleychurches.org and
get the latest on the website at:
www.exevalleychurches.org/calverleigh

CRUWYS
MORCHARD

T

he wedding on 21 October will be a day
to remember in Cruwys Morchard.
While storm “Brian” was all around us,
our Rector Steph and Robert Gordon were
married in our Church. It was absolutely
full to bursting but everyone managed to
sit down and take part in the joyous
occasion – with more people in the Hall
listening to it relayed through speakers
and joining in with everyone else.
Afterwards, we were all invited to go over
to the Hall where Jo Hilton and her team
of helpers were organising the catering.

tiverton sausage
using lots of locally
produced and sourced
food - not just
sausages !!

weddings
parties
fundraising events
shabby chic afternoon teas
with vintage china
● cook and drop service
●
●
●
●

for more details see
www.tivertonsausage.co.uk
or contact judith on
01363 860056 / 07970590352
e-mail judith@tivertonsausage.co.uk
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Thanks to all who provided something for
the bring and share meal and, of course,
to Steph and Robert for the drinks and
even more food. Thanks to Mary Seaton
and Sally Munday of St Peter’s, Tiverton
for decorating the Church so beautifully
with ivy and lanterns.
After the wedding, we were left with a
cool bag, some plates and a large plastic
wire basket – like the type in freezers. If
anyone knows where they might have
come from, please contact Diana Vincent
on 01363 860227.
Services for Christmas and the run up
to Christmas. It is always important to
double-check the middle pages for the
exact time table for all the Services.
The first Sunday in December is an 11am
Morning Prayer, the second is a 6.30pm
Cluster Service at Withleigh with Holy
Communion, the third is our Carol and
Christingle Service on Sunday 17
December at 11am. We would like to hear
from anyone who wishes to take part in
this Service. We will once again be
putting on a Nativity Play, please contact
Cindy 01363 866621 or Diana 01363
860227. There will be a rehearsal on
Saturday 16 December at 10am. During
the Service we will collect for CHAT, who
distribute food and essential supplies to
homeless and those in need in the
Tiverton area. Tinned food but not baked
beans !! They have asked for tinned
meat and vegetables and dried foods,
cereals, UHT milk, toiletries and cleaning
products. Please make sure all
donations are in date, no fresh food or
Christmas gifts as donations will be
delivered after the New Year. Do stay and
join us for refreshments after the Service.
We will be making Christingles on
Saturday 16 December at Cindy Trick’s,
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Valley View, Pennymoor from 2pm, if you
are able to help please come along and
join us.
Christmas Eve, 24 December. We do not
have a Service on Christmas Day. Our
Communion Service for Christmas is at
10pm on Christmas Eve night.
31 December is the Group Service in
Calverleigh, taken by Steph.
Services for January 2018
7 January 11am Morning Prayer
14 January 9.30am Cluster Service Holy
Communion taken by Steph, in our
Church with Templeton and Withleigh
21 January 11am Holy Communion with
Steph
28 January 10.30am Group Service with
Steph

presented to Cancer Research. This was
raised by the Club's Annual Tractor Run
held in July. The Club then held an End of
Year
Dinner
to
celebrate
their
achievements throughout the year.
Members are very busy rehearsing for the
Exe Valley Group Pantomime Competition
to be held in January. There will be
Bingos on the last Saturday of January
and February held at the Parish Hall - all
welcome. Meetings are held on the first
and third Tuesdays of the month in the
Parish Hall at 7.30 pm. If you are
interested in becoming a member, please
come along.
Christmas Fayre
Our Annual Christmas Craft Fayre was
held on the 11 November. As this was
Armistice Day, a two minute silence was
held to honour those who fought and died
for their country. There was a large and
varied range of crafts for sale. Thank you
to all who helped to organise this
successful event, and to those who
helped on the day and also for the
donations of cakes and prizes. During the
afternoon we made in excess of £900.
Well done everyone.

Flower and Cleaning Rota.
Dec 4 - Lorna Warren
Dec 11 - Decorators for Christmas
Dec 18/25 - Diana Vincent and Val
Randerson
Jan 1/8 - Cindy Trick
Jan 15/22 - Judith Taylor and Anne
Gillbard
Cruwys Arms Gardeners
.
Jan 29/5 Feb - Sonia Notley and Claire We had a good meeting on Wednesday,
Miller
1 November, sorting out the Christmas
Community Lunch
meal, to be held at The Ring of Bells on
More than thirty people enjoyed the Wednesday 6 December. We didn’t just
Community Lunch in October at the discuss food! We covered pruning roses
Parish Hall. There was a variety of main and shared suggestions for shrubs to
meals and puddings, which were given by plant on the north side of rhododendrons
our parishioners, followed by tea or - as well as for a suitable tree to plant in a
coffee. Many thanks to Judith for tub in a sheltered site, but where it will
organising the menu and to the team of only get the morning sun.
helpers for preparing and serving the meal.
Our next Community Lunch is due in the Chrissie and I are making gravel gardens.
I have put my plants into pots intended for
Spring.
ponds and buried them in the gravel in the
hope that this will provide the good
Cruwys Morchard Young Farmers held
drainage they need - time will tell. Gerry
their Annual General Meeting in
convinced me last Spring that climbing
September where a cheque for £600 was
French beans were well worth growing

Donald & Mary Shere

OAKRIDGE FARM
OAKFORD, EX16 9HH
01398 351154
oakridgepork@gmail.com
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and I sowed some directly into the soil in
the poly tunnel in a wigwam the first week
in May - absolutely brilliant. I am still
picking and eating them. Thanks Gerry,
the best variety are Cobra.
Gerry also told us about the sculpture
exhibition at Rosemoor this Winter, so a
trip there in the New Year is likely.
I have benefited hugely from knowledge
and advice given by other group members
and our meetings are very relaxed,
friendly, and non competitive. Not
everyone can, or wants to come to
meetings but if you know anyone who
would like to participate, by way of this
online google group, please let me know
so that I can send them an invitation online. Meanwhile please contribute
anything garden related to this discussion
forum, even if only a couple of lines.
Cruwys-arms-gardeners@
googlegroups.com
Apple Pressing Day on Sunday 15
October run by Bob Cruwys was a huge
success, with gallons of apple juice made.
Thank you very much Bob.
Yoga there will be no class on 14
December. On 21 December there will be
minced pies and cheer to celebrate
Christmas.
Future Events
January can seem a long month, with the
anti climax of Christmas/New Year and
Spring and warmer weather is too far in
the future.
Why not look forward to an evening of
good food and fun with friends and
neighbours - all in a very good cause?
Please join us for a
Burn’s Night Supper and Dancing to
Dumbo’s Feather
Friday, 26 January, 7.30pm Cruwys
Morchard Parish Hall
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Traditional haggis, neeps and tatties or
sausage casserole alternative
(vegetarians catered for) and choice of
dessert
We hope you have read the recent 'Message from the Trustees'. Thank you for your prayers and
Plus whisky tasting and raffle
support over these last few weeks. By God’s grace and your support we look forward to continuing
Tickets £15, with proceeds going to
to serve Him and you from 58 Bampton Street, thereby enabling His Word to be sent out into the
community and beyond but please keep praying and telling us if the Lord gives you a message for us. Hospiscare
To book and give menu choices please
Lion Publishing has a new Christmas Promotion for Children’s books – three for the price of two!
contact:
There are some really beautiful ones so please come and see!
Angela Culverhouse on 01363 866143/or
We also have ‘3 for 2’ on some packets of Christmas Cards. Come in and browse to find the many
email aculverhouse74@gmail.com"
different ways you can send out God’s Word this Christmas. The Christmas Card selections all

New Creation News

contain a scripture text which make a delightful way of sending out the Gospel message – so, before
going elsewhere, please come in to see our collection.
Diaries and Calendars also make great presents and can offer a different uplifting message daily,
weekly or monthly - some show, in pictorial splendour, God’s beautiful world.
Have you booked an Evening Supper (for a maximum of 14 people) for your house group or group of
friends? To take a break and relax at this busy time, perhaps even fitting in a little shopping in
comfort in the evening, just ring the shop (255769) for more details.

God bless you all and thank you for your prayers
New Creation Christian Book and Coffee Shop
58, Bampton Street, Tiverton, EX16 6AH
www.newcreationtiverton.org.uk 01884 255769
shop@newcreationtiverton.org.uk
office@newcreationtiverton.org.uk

Prayers for week of christian unity
God of unity
Trinity of the Three,
You call your people to be one
That the world may believe.
Grant us your Spirit
That we might act and speak with one voice,
So that our world’s pains and divisions
May be transformed by healing,
Hope and reconciliation,
Our Lord’s prayer be answered,
And your name glorified and hallowed.
Amen

God of the poor and dispossessed,
You hear the cries of your despised ones.
You look with favour on the lowly
And bring down the powerful
from their thrones.
Hear our cries for those who are silenced,
Our protests for those pushed to the margins.
In our advocacy with them
May we find the unity to which you call us
In Christ’s name.

Barrier-breaking God,
You embrace all cultures and lands,
But keep a special place in your heart
For the stranger, the widow and the orphan.
Grant us the gift of your Spirit
That we may become as You are,
Welcoming all as brothers and sisters,
Your cherished children,
Citizens together in Christ’s kingdom of
justice and peace.
Amen
Just and righteous God
You called your people out of slavery
And onwards to the new humanity
Where all are one in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Enfold with your love those trafficked as
slaves today. Empower your Church
To denounce and work to end that evil trade
Living out the love and compassion of Christ
As we tend its victims.
Amen

Pennymoor Congregational Chapel
Services on Sundays at 4.30pm,
followed by refreshments.
Contact Ruth on 01363 83451
Christmas Decorating Saturday 2
December
Family singalong Sunday 3 December at
4.30pm
Community Christmas free lunch on
Wednesday 6 December at 12.30pm.
Mystery Rubbish?
About every two weeks a strange black
plastic bag of rubbish appears in the
layby opposite the front gate of the
Parish Hall. To who ever is responsible
for this rubbish “Please do not do it
again”.
Congratulations to Sam and Tom
Gardner on the birth of Archie, brother
for Ollie.
And to Sarah and Lee, of Bladens, on the
birth of their son Henry.
Derek Webber. It was with great sorrow
that we said “good bye” to Derek at his
funeral on Saturday 14th October. Our
sympathy and prayers go to Brenda and
her family.
Welcome to Chris and Lynn Plush in Hill
View House, and to the family in
Sandpipers.

Amen

to
evenRidge
start drawing
at all, not
being
West
Veterinary
Practice
able to throw a
Professional veterinary services
for your pets, horses and farm animals
throughout Mid-Devon
Witheridge 01884 860236
Winkleigh 01837 83240
Lapford 01363 83317
www.westridgevets.co.uk
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LOXBEARE

I

t was a privilege to witness and share in
Robert and Steph’s Wedding on 21
October. We felt so much a part of their
special day with a lovely, happy & joyful
service. Thank you to Robert and Steph
for inviting us all and we pray for God’s
blessing on their future lives together.
Our Harvest Celebrations were held over
the weekend 23-24 September with both
Services taken by Steph. It was lovely to
see the children on the Saturday, with the
Service followed by sports and tea which
was enjoyed by all. The offering of £200
was given to Tear Fund. The Harvest
Supper was on the Monday when the
speaker was Mrs Ruth Morley who gave
us a very informative talk on the work of
C.H.A.T. The produce was auctioned by
Arthur, with help from Ron, and the
evening raised £110 which was given to
C.H.A.T. Thank you to everyone who
helped in any way for the Harvest
Celebrations and we give thanks to God
for His wonderful and plentiful provision.
On 12 November our Remembrance
Family Service was taken by Ron, who
spoke on ‘remembering’ in the Bible especially Jesus giving his life for us.
Linda also spoke on Jesus calming the
sea and linking this with the wonderful &
miraculous rescue at Dunkirk when the
country prayed & the sea became calm.
Bob Weatherley led the Remembrance
prayers & we held a two minute silence,
as we remembered those who gave their
lives for our freedom.
A PCC Meeting was held on 7 November,
at which concern was expressed about
current trends in the Church of England
on a number of very important issues,
including doubts about uniqueness of the

Daycare Nursery

From 3 months to 12 years

Rackenford, Tiverton, EX16 8DT

01884 881272

Email:- nicola@littleangelschildcare.org.uk
Website:- www.littleangelschildcare.org.uk

Lord Jesus Christ and attitudes to
marriage and sexuality, which are in
conflict with the teaching of the Bible.
This confirms our resolve to support the
Jerusalem Declaration of the GAFCON
movement. The next meeting will be on
23 January in the Village Hall.
The Exe Valley Woman’s Bible Study
Group meet at Churchill House, Loxbeare.
Contact Marion for details 01884 256302.
By the time you read this, we will have
visited the New Creation Bookshop, on 16
November, for supper and to browse
amongst the cards, books, CD’s etc.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Steve
Troake, Derrick McManus, Liz Barrow
and all who are receiving or waiting for
treatment and any others who are feeling
unwell. Our sympathy & prayers go to
those who have had recent bereavements.
Congratulations to Guy and Melissa
Weatherly on the birth of their little boy
Thomas on 6 November. A brother for
Poppy and grandson for Bob and
Christine. We pray for God's love and
blessing and send good wishes to you all.
Congratulations to all celebrating special
occasions and “Happy Birthday” to all
with birthdays in December/January.

Christmas will soon be upon us with
many Services and celebrations of The Cream Tea in October brought a
Christ’s birth. Our Christingle Service will donation for New Creation Bookshop.
be on 3 December in the Village Hall at The November Cream Tea donations and
4.00pm - followed by tea and cake. The “Bring and Buy” will be for Devon Air
Carol Service will be on 17 December at Ambulance.
6.30pm, to be taken by John, with the
offering going to Vranch House.
From the beginning of December there
will be a box in the Church for
There will be no Service on Christmas contributions to C.H.A.T food bank in
Day, but there will be a Service on Tiverton, supplying much needed
groceries for the homeless and destitute.
Christmas Eve at 11.00pm.
Please find a flyer with this magazine
Carol Singing evenings will be on 19,21 & which you can pop in your handbag or
23 December. The collection will be for pocket as a reminder of items needed
when you do your weekly shop. The box
Water Aid and Marie Curie in Tiverton.
will be in Church every Sunday when
This year, instead of Operation Christmas there is a Service.
Child, run by Samaritan’s Purse, we will
be supporting the Blythswood Shoe Box Loxbeare Ladies
In November there was a “Town Walk”
Appeal for families in poorer countries.
followed by a bite to eat at Mallards
Many thanks and much appreciation to all Restaurant, Lowman Green.
who have helped to keep the Churchyard Thank you to Gerald for organising the
looking so nice and tidy during the past bowling in Amory Park in October.
year and also with the general
maintenance of the Church. Also thanks The Christmas Fayre/Cream Tea this
to all who have helped, supported & year will be 2 December in the afternoon
contributed to the smooth running of the 2-4. 7 December will be the annual
Church & to those who have taken Christmas meal at Bickleigh Mill.
Services.
THE MILL, LOWER WASHFIELD

STUART HAGLEY

En-suite Bed & Breakfast Accommodation
Warm and friendly welcome
Also Private Dining Room for all
Celebration / Family meals
Special diets - no problem

GENERAL BUILDING
and MAINTENANCE
For a Quote
Contact Stuart on 01884 881487
or 07926 291 442

Tel: 01884 255297
E-mail: themillwashfield@hotmail.co.uk

email: stuarthagley@btinternet.com

Rackenford, Tiverton

KEVIN JONES
TRELAWNEY
STATION ROAD
WILLAND
EX15 2PR
Email kevin@sw33p.com
Website www.sw33p.com
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BRUSH AND
VACUUM
SERVICE.
CLEAN
FRIENDLY
RELIABLE

01884 821297
07773618524
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The Village Party will be on the 13 January
at 7pm in the Village Hall with a “Bring and
Share” supper. Contact Ron on 01884
881362.
The Christmas Bingo will be on 11
December at 7pm. Contact Carol on 01884
881480.
27 January there will be a Cheese and
Wine evening in the Hall at 7pm. Open for
everyone.

OAKFORD

T

he festive season is fast approaching
and Oakford is getting ready to light the
way with a sparkle! If you are free to help
for an hour or two on Wednesday 6
December, the Village tree (kindly donated
by Paul & Jean Marcus from Hutswell
garden) will be put in place and also the
lights - so the more elves the better!

The 2017 Christmas Tree Festival in the
Church begins with a tea party, raffle and
general stall on Saturday 9 December at
2.30pm. Contact Brenda Burrows 01398
351331 if you would like to bring along a
small (2’-3’) decorated tree. Children are
invited to help decorate the big Church
tree during the afternoon. Free entry but
donations will be gratefully received.
Candlelit Service – all welcome at
6.30pm on Sunday 17 December. An
opportunity to sing familiar seasonal
carols surrounded by Christmas trees.
Stay for a chat, mulled wine and mince
pies afterwards.
Friday 22 December at 5.30pm –
traditional carols will be sung around the
Village Christmas tree with mince pies,
mulled wine and hot chocolate. Come
along and join in and admire the tree
decorations made at the Moorland Club
Christmas Fayre.

Moorland Club Thanks to all who helped “I am the light of the World” John 8:12
at and supported the annual Christmas We welcome you to St Peter’s on
Fayre. Just over £1,000 was raised and Christmas morning to celebrate the birth
will be divided between the Bampton of Jesus with a Service of Holy
Dementia Support Group and the Stroke Communion at 10am. Stay for coffee and
Unit in Exeter. Well done everyone.
friendship afterwards.
The Christmas Lunch is on Thursday 14
December at Bickleigh Mill. Let Patsy Happy Christmas to each and every one
know if you still haven’t booked 01498 and a very happy and peaceful New Year.
351648. The first event in 2018 is a talk
by Anne Boldry ‘Running a B&B’ on
Thursday 11 January at 2.30pm in the
Village Hall. New members welcome.

RACKENFORD

Oakford Players. Due to unforeseen
circumstances,
the
‘Anything
but
Christmas Variety Show’ has had to be
cancelled. However, there will be a
Variety Show from 22-24 February.
Tickets £12 to include a two-course
supper. Licensed bar. To book contact
Dawn Williams 01398 324035. Anyone
interested in joining the Players to help
with productions or ‘tread the boards’ will
be welcomed with open arms!
A Village Hall fund-raising evening is
planned for 3 March. Look out for posters
and contact Dawn Williams 01398
324035 to book for ‘An Italian Supper
Evening and Quiz’.
The 2018 altar flower rota is now available
in church. Anyone wishing to donate
towards flowers in remembrance of a
loved one or special occasion is kindly
asked to sign up.
In this season of plenty, don’t forget those
who are struggling to provide a meal, pay
the rent or keep the family warm and who
find Christmas a stressful time. Tins,
packets of dry food and basic toiletries are
always needed by CHAT. There is a box
in Church where donations can be left any
time of day. These are taken regularly to
the food bank in Tiverton. Thank you.

Ian Curtis

O

n Wednesday 27 September, a large
number attended the Thanksgiving
Service for Muriel Blinman. John’s
daughter Sally helped to collate and
supply so much detail of Muriel’s life in
our village and as a teacher, both in
Somerset and overseas. It was a joy to
watch the films and to hear details of
Muriel’s very interesting and full life,
some of which we witnessed for
ourselves. Donations in Muriels memory
totalled £90.50 and were donated to the
NSPCC.
The Funeral Service of Evelyn Chapple
was held on Tuesday 12 September.
Evelyn was laid to rest with her late
husband Herbert. Family and friends
gathered to celebrate the 94 years of
Evelyn’s life. Donations of £218.50 were
given to Rackenford Church, for which we
are most grateful. Our deepest sympathy
to all the family and friends.
Many thanks to everyone who has rolled
up their sleeves once again and
continued the task of straightening
headstones, great progress is being
made. Also some young boys have been
seen cutting and tidying parts of our
village green, which always needs so
much attention. We are so glad of the

LUXURY B&B

Painter & Decorator
Interior
Exterior
Tiling
Wallpapering
Minor repairs
Free estimates
No VAT

STUNNING VIEWS
OVER THE RIVER EXE
WITH EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

castlelandhouse@gmail.com

Friendly & efficient local service

Contact Ian on
07821 349314 (mobile)

http://www.castlelandhouse.co.uk

Call us on: 01884 370073
www.devonsurfacecare.co.uk
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP

3 DECEMBER

will resume on 17 January at 2pm at Churchill House, Loxbeare
For more information contact Marion on 01884 256302
E-mail: marion@sidborough.eclipse.co.uk

CALVERLEIGH
3 pm Christingle
CRUWYS MORCHARD
11 am Morning Prayer

Prayer Breakfasts
On the last Saturday of each month, there will be an opportunity
to meet together and to pray – as well as eat breakfast !!
On 27 January this will take place at Loxbeare Village Hall at 9.30am.
Do please look at the website for venues, and come and join us.

Informal midweek worship
From 18 January 2018 we will be launching a new monthly Service of
Informal Worship in various locations across the Mission Community.
The first one will take place at Withleigh at 7.00pm.
Do please join us –

LOXBEARE
4 pm Christingle
+ Tea in Loxbeare Village Hall
OAKFORD
9.30 am Advent Service

RACKENFORD
9.30 am Morning Worship
STOODLEIGH
11.15 am Advent Service
TEMPLETON
4 pm Christingle Service

“Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”

WASHFIELD
11 am Advent Morning Prayer
WITHLEIGH
4 pm Christingle Service
in Withleigh Village Hall

10 DECEMBER
CLUSTER SERVICES
ALL SERVICES TODAY ARE
HOLY COMMUNION
TAKEN BY
CALVERLEIGH
9.30 am Washfield
CRUWYS MORCHARD
6.30 pm Withleigh
LOXBEARE
9.30 am Washfield
OAKFORD
11.15 am Rackenford
RACKENFORD
11.15 am CLUSTER
STOODLEIGH
11.15 am Rackenford
TEMPLETON
6.30 pm Withleigh
WASHFIELD
9.30 am CLUSTER
WITHLEIGH
6.30pm CLUSTER

17 DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS EVE (24 Dec)

CALVERLEIGH
3 pm Carol Service

CALVERLEIGH
No Service

CRUWYS MORCHARD
11 am Carols and
Christingle

CRUWYS MORCHARD
10 am Holy Communion
by extension

LOXBEARE
6.30 pm Carol Service

LOXBEARE
10.30 am Family Communion

OAKFORD
6.30 pm Carol Service

OAKFORD
No Service

RACKENFORD
9.30 am Family
Christingle Service
STOODLEIGH
6 pm Carol Service
TEMPLETON
11 am Morning Praise
WASHFIELD
11 am Christingle Service

WITHLEIGH
6.30 pm Carol Service
10

RACKENFORD
6.30 pm Carol Service
with Holy Communion
STOODLEIGH
11 am Matins
TEMPLETON
7 pm Carol Service
with Holy Communion
WASHFIELD
6 pm Carol Service
WITHLEIGH
11.30 pm Holy Communion
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CHRISTMAS DAY(25 DEC)

31 DECEMBER

7 JANUARY 2018

CALVERLEIGH
9.30 am Holy Communion

CALVERLEIGH
10.30 am GROUP SERVICE

CALVERLEIGH
11.15 am Morning Worship

CRUWYS MORCHARD
No Service
LOXBEARE
No Service
OAKFORD
10 am Holy Communion
RACKENFORD
No Service
STOODLEIGH
11 am Holy Communion
by extension

CRUWYS MORCHARD
11 am Morning Prayer
CRUWYS MORCHARD
See Calverleigh
LOXBEARE
See Calverleigh

LOXBEARE
6.30 pm Evening Praise
OAKFORD
9.30 am Holy Communion

OAKFORD
See Calverleigh
RACKENFORD
See Calverleigh
STOODLEIGH
See Calverleigh

TEMPLETON
No Service

TEMPLETON
See Calverleigh

WASHFIELD
11 am Family Communion

WASHFIELD
See Calverleigh

RACKENFORD
9.30 am Morning Worship
STOODLEIGH
11 am Family Service
TEMPLETON
11 am Family Service
WASHFIELD
3 pm Evening Prayer

WITHLEIGH
See Calverleigh

WITHLEIGH
10.30 am Family Service

21 JANUARY

28 JANUARY

CALVERLEIGH
3 pm Evening Worship

CALVERLEIGH
See Cruwys Morchard

CRUWYS MORCHARD
11 am Holy Communion

CRUWYS MORCHARD
10.30 am GROUP SERVICE

CRUWYS MORCHARD
9.30 am CLUSTER

LOXBEARE
11 am Family Service

LOXBEARE
See Cruwys Morchard

LOXBEARE
11.15 am Calverleigh

OAKFORD
6.30 pm Evening Praise

OAKFORD
See Cruwys Morchard

OAKFORD
6.30 pm Stoodleigh

RACKENFORD
9.30 am Family Service

RACKENFORD
See Cruwys Morchard

STOODLEIGH
6.30 pm Evensong

STOODLEIGH
See Cruwys Morchard

WITHLEIGH
No Service

14 JANUARY
CLUSTER SERVICES
ALL SERVICES TODAY ARE
HOLY COMMUNION
TAKEN BY
CALVERLEIGH
11.15 am CLUSTER

RACKENFORD
6.30 pm Stoodleigh
STOODLEIGH
6.30pm CLUSTER
TEMPLETON
9.30 am Cruwys Morchard
WASHFIELD
11.15 am Calverleigh
WITHLEIGH
9.30 am Cruwys Morchard

TEMPLETON
11 am Morning Service
WASHFIELD
11 am Family Service
WITHLEIGH
10.30 am Plough Service

11

TEMPLETON
See Cruwys Morchard
WASHFIELD
See Cruwys Morchard
WITHLEIGH
See Cruwys Morchard
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WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 2018
That All May Be Free
This year, throughout the Exe Valley Mission Community there are opportunities
to meet together to pray for peace and reconciliation both globally and locally.
Please feel free to join me at any or all (!) of the following Church venues, with
the exception of Loxbeare, which will take place in the Hall, and will include
breakfast. If you wish to follow the week at home, please use some of the
prayers on Page 7

18–25 January
Praying for the unity of the Church involves a recognition not only of the
brokenness of Christian relationships but also how injustice in the world at large
rends asunder Christian communities and impedes our participation in God’s
mission. History too plays a part, casting a shadow over how we live our lives
together in community.
All of these issues emerge from the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity materials
for 2018. The churches of the Caribbean region describe to us their own context,
how the hand of God was active in ending slavery, and how God’s mission in the
world is a call to us all to unite together in ending injustice, that which casts a
shadow from the past and current forms of injustice such as poverty, trafficking
and discrimination.
This particular Caribbean experience is a challenge to us in our context to reflect
more deeply on the injustices in our own nations in Britain and Ireland which
create the divisions that impede our participation in God’s mission, with the call to
actively work to end all division.

Please join us as we meet together to pray across the Mission Community.
Saturday 20 January
9.00am Withleigh
3.00pm Templeton

venues

Sunday 21 January
11.00am Cruwys Morchard
6.30pm Stoodleigh
Monday 22 January
10.00am Oakford
Tuesday 23 January
Please pray at home

QUOIT-AT-CROSS,
STOODLEIGH

Wednesday 24 January
9.45am Rackenford
Thursday 25 January
10.30am Washfield
Thursday 26 January
7.30pm Calverleigh
Saturday 27 January
9.30am Prayer Breakfast
Loxbeare

MOORHAYES MEAT
“…. really delicious!
We’ll be back for more from your freezer!”
Freezer Sale: Excellent value, individual joints,
steaks, mince, burgers, stewing steak

Gold Award Bed & Breakfast,
En-suite rooms,
Ideal for family and friends,
Open all year, All welcome.

Linda Hill, 01398 351280
e-mail: quoit-at-cross@hotmail.co.uk
www.quoit-at-cross.co.uk

Fresh Meat Boxes: Large
Medium

£110 for 13.5kg
£85 for 9kg

Mobile : 07768630388
annabel@taylor-ross.co.uk
Moorhayes Farm,
Washfield, Tiverton,
EX16 9RF
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help you are giving. Thank you so much
and well done.
Once again many thanks to Fred Phillips
and his team for cutting the Church hedge.
It is always a good job done and it makes
such a difference to the look of our village.
Our continued thanks to Andrew for all the
hours he has spent keeping our
churchyard and hedges so neat and tidy
over the past year and we look forward to
seeing you again next year. Andrew - all
the little extras you do have not gone
unnoticed.
Our Harvest celebrations were a great
success. The Church was beautifully
decorated, with a wide variety of flowers,
fruit, vegetables and gifts, given so kindly
by many - including our school children.
Many thanks to you all.
Our Harvest Praise (Cluster) Service was
on 8 October. It was a joy to welcome
friends from other Parishes and also old
friends coming back to Rackenford to join
us. It was a treat to have the young
children on their Bell Plates, our choir in
attendance and the church bells ringing.
Rev Steph Jeffs welcomed everyone to
our Service and we were all engrossed
with such an informative and enjoyable
sermon.
On Monday 9 October we were lucky once
again to be invited to the home of Jacque
and Mary Cann (Many thanks to you) to
hold our Harvest supper and auction. It
was an amazing gathering to enjoy the
wonderful spread of food kindly prepared
by so many ladies. Many thanks to them
and to all who helped in any way and also
for contributing food, gifts, and draw
prizes and to all the generous bidders and
the laughs we had along the way. Many
thanks also to our very good friend
Stafford Sampson who was our
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auctioneer. The total amount raised over
the Harvest days was £1,944.04.
On 31 October, our door bells rang and
we opened them to see scary faces and
amazing costumes of little children
hoping to get some nice treats. They
were very happy and polite as they went
away to enjoy the evening.
5 November. The bonfire had grown over
the weeks, the guy was ready and the
food prepared as everyone came to the
common to enjoy the firework display
which could be seen and heard (even if
you did not attend) as it lit the skies. We
hope you all enjoyed the evening and
returned home safe and sound. Thank
you to all who helped to organize this for
the village.
Congratulations to Robert and Steph on
their marriage, which took place on 21
October. We hope you had a truly
wonderful day and felt the love and
support of your family and friends of The
Exe Valley. We wish you every happiness.
God Bless.
A couple of reminders for you. Church
Christmas Bingo, is on Thursday
December 14, 7.30 pm at Rackenford
Club, 10 meat dinners. NO BINGO in
JANUARY, FEBRUARY or MARCH.
Thank you all for your continued support.
Our thoughts and prayers continue for
Jacque Cann and to anyone who is not
well.
It was bitterly cold, wet and windy as
people gathered at The War Memorial on
Sunday 12 November, to pay their
respects on Remembrance Sunday. We
valued having Derek and Jackie Herniman
taking our Service with such in depth
knowledge to remind us of all the lives
that were so tragically lost over the years,
along with prayers and two minutes

Painful
Feet ?
Viv Pulford
Foot Health Practitioner
Diploma in Foot Health and Bsc Adult Nursing

Nail clipping and filing.
Corn and Callus removal.
Foot balancing … and more !!

silence. It was not easy trying to take this
Service against all the elements and we
thank them for another year being with us.
Sadly we missed Cyril Blackford with his
accordion after so many years, but were
blessed to have Sharon Saupe with us
playing The Last Post on her trumpet
(very moving) and accompanying the
hymns and National Anthem. Thank you
Sharon. Daphne Weston laid the wreath.
The collection of £152.50 will be given to
The Royal British Legion.
We would like to thank the whole team
who enable us to receive and enjoy our
Today magazine, especially Jenny and
Geoff Parnell for all their hard work, help
and advice they give us.
Happy Christmas to everyone in and
around Rackenford Parish and all of The
Exe Valley Parishes although in some
cases, people find Christmas a difficult
time for various reasons. We pray for
them. A Healthy New Year to you all.

STOODLEIGH

H

ow time flies and here we are with
the magazine for the final month of
2017. Much seems to have happened in
Stoodleigh – arrivals, departures, "big"
birthdays, fund-raising and other events
for both the Church and the Parish Hall ...
It is hoped that everyone has had a good
year and will look back on the really hot
days we had earlier and not the rather
damp ones later on!
Harvest Supper was a great success and
the change to skittles brought out the
competitive spirit in those taking part. All
the proceeds went to the Devon Air
Ambulance Trust and we were delighted
to send them over £370. At the end of

October Enid Hamadullah kindly hosted a
very successful coffee morning in aid of
the Church flowers and over £200 was
raised. Many thanks to all our supporters
who give so generously and who
obviously enjoy these social occasions.
The Remembrance Day Service paid
tribute to the seven residents of
Stoodleigh who gave their lives in the
First and Second World Wars. The
service was led by Peter Broadbent, and
John Fewings spoke movingly in his talk
of past and present conflicts. Lacking a
trumpeter, the Last Post and Rouse were
played on the organ and after the National
Anthem, the Service ended with a closing
voluntary of The Old Brigade.
There still seems to be movement in
Stoodleigh and since the last magazine
Annette Penwill has returned to Tiverton
and we welcome Penny Norman to
Church Style Cottages. The Evans family
have left Dry Hill Farm and it was good to
meet most of their successors at the
Autumn Market – Roland and Jill Chant
and son Jake with Abby and grandchild
as well as Roland's mother and Jill's
sister. Best wishes to those who have
moved away as they start in new homes;
and to the new arrivals in Stoodleigh,
welcome.
We now look towards the festive season
which for St Margaret's starts with the
Christmas Fayre on Saturday 9
December. This takes place in the Parish
Hall from 10am to 12 noon and there will
be a fine selection of stalls as well as
refreshments. It is hoped that, yet again,
Father Christmas might feel able to fit
Stoodleigh into his busy schedule, to
distribute small gifts to children.
The annual Carol Service is on Sunday 17
December at 6pm. The choir stalls will be

RACKENFORD COMMUNITY SHOP

Opening hours
8 am – midday Mon-Fri
3 pm – 6 pm
Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri
9 am – midday Saturdays
10 am – 1 pm Sundays
(Bank Holidays 10 - 12)
Cash Machine

Treatment in your own home

Post Office Service Tuesday & Thursday mornings.
A friendly and traditional village shop solely run by
volunteers providing a service to the community.

Phone 01884 861306
Mobile 07827779559

Tel: 01884 881740
Email: Rackenford.shop@btconnect.com
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Unit 5, Oaklands Court, Tiverton, EX16 6TG
www.homelifecarers.co.uk
Regulated by the Commission for Social Care Inspection
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overflowing with Jennifer Rowlandson's
invited choir and Audrey Rigg will be
producing a short nativity play with local
children. Do come to this annual Service
with its traditional carols and festive
atmosphere.
Do also come and join the carol singers
who will be visiting various houses in the
village on Tuesday 19 December starting
from the Parish Hall at 6pm.
Parish Hall News
Tickets for the Christmas Draw are now
available. Get them soon from committee
members as there are some super prizes.
The draw will take place at the Christmas
Bingo on Monday 18 December – doors
open at 7pm, eyes down at 7.30pm.
Everyone is welcome to come and play,
with a chance of winning great festive
prizes.
The Autumn Market & Coffee Morning
took place on 28 October with a fine array
of goods available, as well as pumpkin
competitions,
face-painting
and
refreshments. Your support meant we
raised £530 for Parish Hall funds.
Many of you were able to chat to
committee members at the Autumn
Market about the proposed improvements
at the Parish Hall – thank you for your
support. The planning permission has
been obtained and builders’ quotes for
the work are coming in. Community
support for the project is vital and the
committee would like to hear from you –
there is more information on the Hall
Improvements page of the Stoodleigh
website. Please speak to one of the
committee members with your ideas or to
know more... or Geraldine on 01398
351391.
Now, here is an idea for New Year. Kim
Grimston, who has recently moved to
Finistere (and is known to many as

Mandy Widdowson’s sister), turns out to
be a fitness instructor. She is starting a
Low Impact Keep Fit class in the Parish
Hall. Kim says the class will be easy to
follow and will help to improve balance,
mobility and confidence, will strengthen
and tone muscles, and should be fun!
The first class is on Tuesday 9 January at
9.30am. For more information please call
Kim on 07773 019564.
Stoodleigh 100 Club: Prizewinners for
September - 1 Phyllis Hill, 2 Angela Hill, 3
Joyce Lacey, 4 Trish Summers; October 1 John Davis, 2 Kathleen Cheale, 3 Julian
Cuningham, 4 Peter Broadbent.
Church Flowers
3,10 December Trish Fish
17 December
Christmas decorating,
all help please
31 Dec, 7 Jan
Betty Wotton
14, 21 January
Trish Fish
28 Jan, 4 Feb
Phyllis Hill
St Margaret’s Church is well blessed with
its group of flower arrangers. The
Christmas arrangements are always
beautiful and spectacular and well worth
a visit. We are a friendly group and
anyone wishing to join us would be very
welcome.

TEMPLETON

T

4.00pm. Our Rector Steph will take the
Service. As usual we will give presents
for children in Tiverton who wouldn't have
any without your generosity. We will take
them to the Salvation Army to distribute.
Please wrap your presents, which need to
be new; put a Christmas label on them
and in pencil write on the label male or
female and the appropriate age.
Hopefully you will be able to attend the
Service but if you are unable to come and
would like to give a present or two, please
give them to Jan Heptinstall or Gloria
Woollacott during the week before and
they will put them under the Christmas
Tree for you.
On 24 December at 7.00pm, as is
traditional in Templeton, we will hold our
Carol Service followed by a shortened
Holy Communion. It's good to begin our
Christmas celebrations together as a
community remembering and sharing in
the truth of the season.
A reminder that the Knit & Natter Group
still meet on the last Wednesday morning
of the month (not December) in Church at
10.30am.
The Church Coffee Morning is held on the
first Friday of the month, also at 10.30am.
Both occasions give an opportunity for
the community to share, catch up and
meet over coffee and biscuits. You will
receive a warm welcome, so we look
forward to seeing you there.

he Church was beautifully decorated
for our Harvest Festival Service on 1
October. The Haven Day Centre in
Tiverton was extremely grateful for the
produce you sent. Thank you. We all
enjoyed the Harvest Supper the night
before; a real community event and a
huge thank you to all those who helped in
any way.

Sadly, Pat Taylor who latterly lived at
Townville (now Temple Farm) and who
grew up in the village, died peacefully in
Hampshire on 26 October. There will be
a Memorial Service for her at Tiverton
Methodist Church in the Spring. We send
our condolences to all her family.

Our Christingle Service will be held at St
Margaret's on Sunday 3 December at

We send our congratulations to Julie and
Anthony Dent on the birth of their
granddaughter, Stella. We understand it

Bef
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wasn't an easy birth, so we are very
thankful that all turned out well.
We wish a warm welcome to John and Pat
who have recently moved into Bridge
Cottage.
Templeton’s famous themed Bonfire
Night on Saturday 4 November was a
great night for all the family! Reg Coffin
and Mark Stone presented us with an
amazing display of fireworks. Delicious
food and hot drinks were on sale
including mulled cider at the bar. Thank
you to all who helped. The bonfire theme
this year was a replica Openreach Van
whose wording had been changed to
"Won't Reach" (well done!). It caused a
stir in the media ranging from the Tiverton
Gazette to BBC's Spotlight South West
and the Today programme on Radio 4
featured John Humphries interviewing
Roger Linden (See Templeton Village Hall
on Facebook)

Friday 19 January – Another Speed Quiz
Night will be at the Village Hall. Each
team requires just one tablet or smart
phone loaded beforehand with the app.
There will be food and a bar.
A date for your new diaries: Saturday 3
February 2018. There will be a wonderful
Family Puppet Show and Children’s Tea
Party in the Village Hall. For more details
see box on Page 19, or contact Julie
Woollacott on (01884) 251646 or
07807892118
Flower and Cleaning Rota
Teresa Pancherz(Cleaning only) 26 Nov/3
Dec
Jan Heptinstall (Cleaning only) 10/17 Dec
Gloria Woollacott (Flowers & Cleaning)
24/31 Dec
Teresa Pancherz (Flowers & Cleaning)
7 /14 Jan
Gill Rose (Flowers & Cleaning) 21 /28 Jan

Future Events
Friday 1 December at 7.30pm – A winetasting evening with The Jolly Vintner and
a supper buffet in the Village Hall. Buy
your tickets (£15 per person) in advance
either on club nights (Monday and If laughter is the sun that drives
Saturday) or by phoning Adam on Winter from the human face 07861358423
or
email
on keep smiling !!
adam@temple-farm.co.uk

WASHFIELD

Saturday 16 December at 3pm is the
Children’s Christmas Party in the Village
Hall with a visit from Father Christmas.
Could all parents please bring a small
wrapped Christmas present (about £5 £6) with their child’s name clearly written
on it for Father Christmas to give them.
Please contact Tony Loosemore on
07814552984 to let him know about
numbers for food.
Every Saturday evening at the Village Hall
during December - darts, pool, skittles
and table tennis competitions continue,
with the finals at the end of December.

E

xciting things have happened in the
Exe Valley in October! The first, on 21
October, was the Wedding of our Rector,
Steph to Robert Gordon the Rector of St.
Peter's, Tiverton. This was a very happy
occasion when congregations from all
our Churches and those of the Tiverton
churches, joined with their families and
friends for a joyful Marriage Service taken
by Bishop Sarah, at Cruwys Morchard.
The singing nearly raised the roof! Over
300 guests were entertained in the
Village Hall afterwards and we all wish
Steph and Robert a long and happy life
together.

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
EMERGENCY CALL OUT

Breakdowns Faults
Inspections

Jon Grunwell
Providing EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

castlelandhouse@gmail.com
01398 351501

07813554084
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The Group Service on 22 October
included the dedication, by John Roberts,
of a Trinity Altar Frontal beautifully made
by Jenny Parnell,(with the able assistance
of Geoff), in memory of Grace Bicknell,
who left a generous bequest to St. Mary's.
Her daughter Mary was fully involved in
the project and was present at the
dedication, which was a very special day.
53 new hymn books, in memory of Grace,
were also purchased and blessed. Jenny
has also made “Scarf” hangings for the
desk and the pulpit, and new book
markers for the Bible and the Altar
Service Book.

Photo taken by Chas Walton

We are very grateful to Grace, Mary and
Jenny. Jenny's work is a wonderful
addition to the Church, and will be
admired for many years to come. The
previous frontal was badly faded and
frayed and the stitches were giving way which is not surprising because it had
been in use since 1872! A panel from it
has been repaired to be framed and hung
near the altar.
In a Service at All-Saints-tide, we
remembered all those who had died in the
Parish recently, including John and Rosie
Glen who lived at Glebe House for some
years and were most hospitable hosts.
They missed Washfield very much when
they left to be nearer to family.
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We gathered together on Remembrance
Sunday to reflect on the sacrifice made by
Washfield men in the Great War and to
remember those who have died in
subsequent conflicts. Martin Hansford led
the Service and Maurice Balment
received the poppy wreath from him
before laying it by the memorial. He then
read aloud the names in time honoured
fashion before the two minute silence. At
the end of the Service we all sat in silence
and listened to Andrew Herniman playing
Elgar's solemn music for the occasion.
We would like to thank all those who help
voluntarily to maintain the Church in many
different ways. Your help is invaluable.
Christmas will soon be upon us and we
look forward to seeing returning families
at the Carol Service on Christmas Eve, on
Christmas Day when Steph will be with us
at Family Communion at 11am and at the
ever popular Christingle for all ages,
when Steph will also be there. See
“Middle Pages” for more details of the
many events in Advent.
The Hall Committee held a delightful
evening of archive film at the end of
September and, with the addition of a
Raffle and Supper, managed to raise
£400 for Hall funds. Thank you to all who
attended.
In October the Social Club held its annual
Pumpkin Competition. Pumpkins arrived
from far and wide, some big, some small
but all lovingly grown. The results were
as follows:
1st - Kipper Heywood 63lbs
2nd - Debs Walton 53lbs
3rd - Dave Bowden 45lbs
Prettiest - Jean French.
The healthy sum of £284.00 was raised
and will go to E.L.F.
The assembled throng also enjoyed a
lovely pork roll supper and this raised an
extra £140.00 which will go to Social Club

funds.
Special thanks go to David
Bowden for raising the plants, James
Wych for putting together the lovely
supper and Chas Walton for organising
the games and children's activities
including pumpkin competition. A very
special evening it was too!

To all of those amongst us who have
been, or are still, unwell we send you get
well wishes.

Another opportunity to enjoy a special
event in the village is the W.I. Christmas
Dinner and party. This takes place on
Friday 15 December and all are welcome
to attend. The three-course meal is £22
and is followed by local entertainment. It
is always a happy evening so, if you would
like to attend, please ring Jean French on
257703 to book your place and make your
menu choices.

Look out for Social Club Christmas and
New Year opening times and events on
posters, Facebook 'Humans of Washfield
and Lower Washfield' and village website

Carol Singing around the village will be
on Tuesday 19 December leaving the Hall
at 6.30pm. Please come and take part if
you are able and bring something towards
the 'bring and share' supper in the Social
Club later. For the Exe Valley Market Bus.
In January Washfield W.I. is celebrating
70 years since its first meeting and,
because such a sterling achievement
should not go unrecognised and
celebrated, the W.I. is inviting you all to
take part in a special evening. On Friday
12 January, the Gypsy Jazz and Swing
Band 'La Vie en Rose' will be entertaining
the audience in the hall between 7.30 10.30pm. Entry is by ticket only (FREE)
and these are available from Jenny
Raynes, Jeanne Jones or Enid Harding by
18 December. All are welcome, the W.I.
would love to see you there!
Some people move hundreds of miles
away when they move house but not Jan
and Brian who have just done a hop, skip
and jump from Olands to just next door!
A change is as good as a rest they say.
We hope you settle, albeit temporarily, in
your 'new' home.

To those with special birthdays or
anniversaries we wish you many
congratulations.

Dates for your Diary
Saturday 9 December Coffee morning at
The Cottage for Church funds.10-12pm.
All usual stalls plus raffle
Tuesday 12 December teatime@thehall
from 2.30pm
Friday 15 December W.I. Party with 3
course meal and entertainment 7pm for
7.30pm prompt - £22.00 Ring Jean
257703 to book
Tuesday 9 January 2018
teatime@thehall from 2.30pm. Make a
resolution to come along and enjoy tea,
chat and friendship
Friday 12 January W.I. 70th celebration
with 'La Vie en Rose' Gypsy Jazz and
Swing Band. FREE but by ticket only to
be booked by 18 December. See details
in main text.
Church Altar Flowers Rota
Nov 26/Dec 3
Enid Harding
December 10/17 Jean French
December 24/31 Mrs Bassano
January 7/14
Mrs Smith
Church Cleaning Rota
Nov 27/Dec 4
Mr & Mrs Ellis
December 11/18 Mrs French
Dec 25/Jan 1
Mr & Mrs Parnell
January 8/15
Mr & Mrs Walton
Jan 22/29
Mrs Harding/Mrs Jones
We wish all our readers a very happy,
peaceful Christmas and joyful New Year.

Non

Sibi

PREPARATORY SCHOOL & NURSERY
____________________________________________________________________________________

Your child’s school years are the most
Important in their lives and should be
filled with opportunities to develop
confidence, knowledge and curiosity in
a supportive and exciting environment.
We invite you to join us for a guided
tour of the school, during which you can
meet our children and staff.
Blundell’s Preparatory School
Tiverton, Devon, EX16 4NA
Tel: 01884 252393
Email: prep@blundells.org
www.blundells.org/prep
Outstanding Independent Education
for children aged 2-11 years
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WITHLEIGH

C

ongratulations, Robert and Steph, on
your marriage in Cruwys Morchard
Church on 21 October, and we welcome
Robert to the Rectory here at Withleigh.
Best wishes to you both for your future
together.

Thank you Susie for another enjoyable
service and for all the work you put into
preparing for your Informal Services.
We send our sympathy to Eric Shapland
on the death of his daughter, Paula. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you and
your family.

On Sunday 15 October, we welcomed
Ruth Morley, from CHAT, who gave us an
informative talk about their work. A
donation from our Church was presented
to her to help boost their funds.

Our Worship Team met again on 7
November, to plan our Services through
to the end of February and, provisionally,
for March. In addition to those named in
the last magazine, we are pleased that
Janet Sellick will continue to lead the
occasional service.

It is really good to see the Village Hall in
full swing again, with all the regular
events back, so we can all enjoy our
nights out. We had a really enjoyable
evening for our Re-opening Event. Fred
Harris and Barracuda came along and
entertained us. There was a wonderful
spread of food for everyone to tuck into,
with a licensed Bar providing the
complementary first drinks.

This year’s skittles competition, held on
10 November, was won by Ron and Janet
Stacey's team, which included Christine
Luxton, Sheila Sampson, Eric Kingdom
and Martyn Saunders. We all had an
enjoyable evening with four teams taking
part. Thank you to Duncan and Sara for
sorting the prizes and the food, and to all
who helped out on the evening.

Many thanks to all of those who provided
food, those who helped get the hall ready,
also for all who helped on the night, and
again the next morning tidying up. Thank
you, one and all. Thank you also to Fred
for entertaining us, Colin, Richard and
Becky for the bar.
Our Informal Service in the Vestry of our
Church on 29 October, led by Susie, was
about our soul, with relevant hymns.

Candles were, once again, lit at our
Remembrance Sunday Service, as we
remembered those whose names appear
on our war memorial. The focus of this
thought-provoking service was on the
Battle of Passchendaele, and included
the reading of a number of letters sent
home, poems written, and thoughts (read
out during the commemorations in July) of
several soldiers involved in the battle, in
between verses of the hymn “O Valiant
Hearts”.
Approval has now been received by the
PCC for the repairs to the west wall of the
church, and replacement of the upper
step in the porch. The work is planned to
be carried out in early Spring. The PCC is
also looking into seeking funding to
improve the church heating and lighting,
as well as redecoration.

Please join us for Carol Singing around
the village on Monday, 11 December,
weather permitting. We plan to start
from the Village Hall at 6.30pm, so come
with your torch and good singing voice!
Our Carol Service is on Sunday, 17
December at 6.30pm, followed by mulled
wine, coffee, mince pies and shortbread.
On Christmas Eve, we have Holy
Communion at 11.30pm, officiated by
Steph. This Service always seems to be
special as, when we step out of our
Church, it is Christmas morning! We
would like to welcome you all to our
Christmas Services.
On 21 January at 10.30am, it is our
Plough Sunday Service when the
plough is brought into our Church to be
blessed for a good year of farming.
Get well wishes go to all those known to
us who are receiving treatment,
recovering from operations, or who are
not well at the moment. Our prayers and
love are with you all.
We would like to wish you all a Joyous
Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New
Year.
Withleigh WI:
Thursday 14 December - Christmas Party
in the Village Hall. Beginning at 10am
with Christmas Wreath making with
Margaret Gale. Followed by Lunch at 1pm.
Thursday 11 January, 12.30pm meet at
Poachers Pocket, with partners for Lunch.
For more information please ring Rosie
01884 257123

Covering all aspects of
Construction, Building and
property Maintenance.

Crown Reductions, Felling,
Dismantles, Storm Damage,
Dead Wooding, Stump Grinding,
Hedge Trimming, Logs, Wood Chip

Internal and External

24 Hour Emergency Call Out
www.kenhogantreeservices.co.uk
kenhogantreeservices@hotmail.com

Our Christingle Service is on 3
December at 4.00pm – in the Village Hall.
Come along and make your own
Christingle.

Tel:01884258080 / Mob: 07809679277
aliciaparr@talktalk.net

Wednesdays and Fridays 9am - 4pm
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Please call Rory on:
01884 860637 or
07818566757
blythconstruction@btconnect.com
www.blythconstruction.net
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… more from steph

Forthcoming Events;
Sun 3 Dec - Christingle Service in the
Village Hall, 4pm
Mon 11 Dec - Carol singing around the
village, 6.30pm
Thu 14 Dec - W.I. Christmas Party
Sun 17 Dec - Carol Service in Church,
6.30pm
Christmas Eve - Midnight Holy
Communion in Church, 11.30pm
Thu 11 Jan - WI lunch at the Poacher’s
Pocket, 12.30pm
Thu 18 Jan - Informal service in Church at
7pm
Sun 21 Jan - Plough Service in Church,
10.30am
Flower Rota:
Dec 3/10
Margaret Gale
Dec 17/24 CHRISTMAS, Cathy Luxton,
Tree
Dec 31, Jan 7/14
Janet Stacey
Jan 21/28, Feb 4
Brenda Tucker
Monthly Diary Dates:
First Thursday Bingo
Second Monday Whist Drive
Second Thursday - W.I.

Come to a

Sing

PRAISE PARTY

Praise!

on
SUNDAY 4 FEBRUARY
at 3.30pm

Come and join us for mid-week
informal worship, on the
rd
3 Thursday of every month,
at 7.30pm - across the
Exe Valley Mission Community
Thursday 18 January 2018 7pm
St Catherine’s Withleigh

CALVERLEIGH
VILLAGE HALL

Singing, stories, praying,
eating, talking, laughing,
drinking, listening and
sharing!

Everyone, whatever age,
is welcome!

Read the TODAY magazine, in colour, on-line at
exevalleychurches.org/magazine/index.php
Getting to the heart
of your dog with
FORCE FREE
POSITIVE DOG TRAINING

Gail.canineessentials@gmail.com
www.canineessentials.net

DHK School - dog assessor

07967125450

Quayside House
5 Highland Terrace
Barrington Street
Tiverton
Devon EX16 6PT
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CALVERLEIGH

CRUWYS MORCHARD
Burns night
Carol service
supper
3pm
7.30pm
SUNDAY
FRIDAY

17 DECEMBER

26 JANUARY

OAKFORD

RACKENFORD

Christmas tree
festival

2.30pm
SATURDAY

Family
christingle
9.30am

LOXBEARE
CHRISTMAS
FAYRE

2pm - 4pm
SATURDAY
2 DECEMBER
STOODLEIGH
CHRISTMAS
FAYRE

SUNDAY

10am - 12noon
SATURDAY

9 DECEMBER

17 DECEMBER

9 DECEMBER

TEMPLETON

WASHFIELD
Coffee morning
10am - 12 noon

WITHLEIGH
Christmas eve

SATURDAY

HOLY COMMUNION

Christingle
4pm
SUNDAY

3 DECEMBER
East Devon Choral Society
Registered Charity No: 1090156

MESSIAH with orchestra
Amy Jackson
Verity Stroud
Daniel Thomson
Tim Mirfin
Andrew Daldorph

SATURDAY 9 DECEMBER 7.30 pm
Tiverton Baptist Church
Tickets £10 Adult / £4 Child
Available from Tourist Information Centre,
Choir Members, or on the door.
Further information 01884 253494

ernside
Bed and
Breakfast

9 DECEMBER

Tickets and further information from
Julie on (01884) 251646 or
07807892118

Little Whitstone Farm
Fresh Lamb and Poultry boxes

Gold Award

Award winning AA 5-Star Gold
“In the Heart of Rural Devonshire”

(Taken by Steph)

Family Puppet Show and Children’s Tea Party
A professional Puppet Show for all the family.
Children, parents, grandparents and friends
will all delight in this beautiful story ~
followed by a fun Children’s Tea Party.
Meet Bill and Betty Burglar in person !!
Please feel free to dress up as burglars !!
Tickets £7.50 for children (including Tea Party)
£5 for adults.
Doors open 2.30pm for 3pm start.
Limited numbers so
ADVANCE BOOKING ESSENTIAL

Local produce, from local people, for the local community

Bed &
Breakfast
2017

11.30pm

Little Whitstone
Meshaw
South Molton
EX36 4NH
Ring Debbie 07830 148999
Email:littlewhitstone@hotmail.co.uk
www.littlewhitstone.com

Fernside Cottage, Templeton Bridge,
Tiverton, Devonshire, EX16 8BP

Templeton Village Hall
presents ARMCHAIR

PUPPET THEATRE
“BURGLAR BILL”
by Janet & Allan Ahlberg

SATURDAY
3 FEBRUARY 3pm
www.armchairpuppets.co.uk

DEVON & SOMERSET
MARQUEES LIMITED
For that Special Occasion

30 years in the Marquee business
Telephone 01398 351210
E-mail: enquiries@dsmarquees.co.uk
Website: www.dsmarquees.co.uk
DOMESTIC AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

DO MESTIC

Electrical Heating

Email :
Enquiries@fernsidecottage-bed-andbreakfast.co.uk

Testing & Inspection
Re-wires
Interior & Exterior
Lighting Design

Website :
www.fernsidecottage-bed-andbreakfast.co.uk

Additional Sockets /
TV / Telephone Points

Tel / Fax 01884 243111
simon@jayre-electrical.co.uk
www.jayre-electrical.co.uk

Telephone : 01884 860025
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MARKET AND
COMMUNITY BUS

Accounts Preparation, Sole Traders,
Partnerships & Limited Companies
and Tax Specialists
Please contact David Wicks, Phil Morrish
or Michelle Hutchings on 01884257725
Email: tiverton@aspleys.com
Website: www.apsleys.com

Affordable fares : Free with Senior Bus Pass

www.exevalleymarketbus.btck.co.uk
AVAILABLE TO BOOK - FOR LOCAL GROUPS

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
ALWAYS NEEDED

Berry Beautiful

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
Enjoy BED & BREAKFAST in lovely
16th Century farmhouse ~
for your visiting family and friends.
Special occasions and holidays
Peaceful and welcoming. All rooms
en-suite and delicious breakfasts!
4 star quality.
Mrs Sylvia Hann,
Great Bradley Farm, Withleigh,
Tiverton. Telephone 01884 256946.
www.greatbradleyfarm-devon.co.uk
BUILDING REQUIREMENTS
DC BRITTON CONSTRUCTION LTD
would be pleased to quote for your
building works, incorporating new
builds, conversions, extensions,
alterations and refurbishments.
For a personal reliable service,
call Dave
on 01884 881643 or 07974412097.

by Amanda Berry

WITHERIDGE MOOR LIVERY
Livery offered at competitive rates to suit your needs : Full, Part or DIY.
Indoor stabling with rubber matting.
60 x 20 rubber school, lunge ring,
jumping paddock and off road riding
across our fields. We also have a
rug dryer, a tea room with fridge etc
and a Manager who lives on site.
For more details call Lisa on:
01884 861624 or visit our
Facebook page
(Witheridge Moor Livery)
FITNESS FORMULA
Personal Training and Fitness
Small Groups, 1 to 1, Boxing,
Circuits, Pilates
Jennifer Bricknell
Tel: 07980008726
jenniferbricknell@hotmail.co.uk
www.jenniferbricknell.co.uk

Advertisements are accepted and included
in good faith - but the Mission Community
accepts no responsibility for the performance
or non-performance of the Advertisers.

The views expressed
in this publication
are not necessarily
those of its readers.

TODAY magazine is printed by IMPACT Print and Wear Limited
01884 258904 e-mail Peter@impactprintandwear.co.uk

Offering a wide range of treatments including
Dermalogica Facials, Gelish Nails, Massage,
Waxing and Tinting
07772982863
amandaberrybeautiful
amandakingdom89@hotmail.com

S SQUIRE & SONS
Local friendly handyman services.
Interior/Exterior work, Plastering,
Painting, Decorating, Fencing,
Garden maintenance and
Bespoke handmade furniture.

Call Sam 01884 255723 / 07922170639
E-mail sam.wj.squire@gmail.com

To place an advertisement, please contact
Geoff Parnell 01884 254402 (see inside cover)

Loxbeare Village Hall
Perfect venue for up to 50 people
Coffee Mornings, Small Group and Club Meetings,
Family Parties, Social Evenings, Reunions
All with Full Access. Recently improved and extended
10m x 5m Meeting Room. Full kitchen facilities. Toilet.
Rates £5/hour - for further details contact Richard Vickery
on 01884 881234 or email ricmicvic@aol.com

20

